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A MESSaGE FROm THE PRESIDENT

During my first eight months with the Conservancy, several supporters met 
with me to discuss estate plans structured to benefit the Conservancy.  While 
we are both grateful and honored by such generous intentions, we would be 
particularly pleased to recognize and thank everyone who is considering an 
estate gift. We would be happy to help you determine how best to direct your 
funds and offer practical pointers for structuring an estate plan.

Making a gift that secures the future of open space for coming generations is easy and simple to 
do.  With a range of options, estate gifts won’t change your lifestyle while some plans can even 
pay you fixed income for the rest of your life.

If you would like to identify your goals and then determine your planning strategy, we are avail-
able to review tax advantages and provide choices for you to consider.  A few popular options 
include:

•      Life income gifts that pay you and/or other designated beneficiaries an income for life, 
       such as charitable gift annuities and charitable remainder trusts; 
•      Gift of real estate, including life estates; and
•      Successor beneficiary designation for retirement plans ( a wise choice since family or 
        friends would be required to pay income tax on your retirement funds).

Please let us know if you would like any assistance regarding charitable giving.  We are available to provide guidance and charitable gift 
planning support, customized for your goals.  For more information or to schedule a private meeting, please call Development Director 
Susan Wilcox, (310) 541-7613 x 202 or email swilcox@pvplc.org.

Sincerely,

Bill Swank, President

It has been my pleasure to serve on the Board of Directors for 
almost two decades, and I am enjoying my new role now as President 
for the next two years. As a member of the Board, I have seen the 
Conservancy grow from a vision to an organization dedicated to land 
acquisition and, now, to the work required to restore the land we 
all value so much. We still have much work to do to ensure that this 
land remains accessible to all while preserving its unique resources 
for future generations.  

My own love of nature began with my father, a wildlife biologist.  As my family travelled and lived 
on two continents, I shared wilderness adventures with my father while he served as Director 
of the Arizona Fish and Game Department, project manager for the United Nations in Uganda 
and Kenya, and as a professor at Texas A & M University. 

As a Board member, I have used my professional expertise as an attorney to draft the Conser-
vancy’s largest purchase and sale agreements and continue to draw upon those skills to finalize 
our conservation easements over the land with the City of Rancho Palos Verdes and state and 
federal agencies. This work has proved that many people share our vision and has given me a 
keen appreciation of the Conservancy’s commitment to the land.  As part of this commitment 
we will continue to foster environmental awareness through educational and recreational pro-
grams on the preserves. 

I join the rest of the Conservancy’s Board of Directors in thanking you for helping to build this 
organization over the past 25 years.  As we expand our restoration work, we appreciate your 
past support and look forward to your continued participation to preserve land and restore 
habitat for the education and enjoyment of all.

Giving to Future Generations by Susan Wilcox, Development Director

OUR THaNKS TO 
BRUCE BIESmaN-SImONS

Thanks to our former Presi-
dent, Bruce Biesman-Simons, 
for his dedication and support-
ive leadership style over the 
past two years and for more 
than a decade as a board mem-
ber.  Though Bruce termed out 
of the Presidency on January 
23, his inclusive leadership style 
leaves a lasting impression on 
the board members as well as 
on the Conservancy as an or-
ganization. 

Leading board meetings and 
lively discussions on a monthly 
and sometimes semi-monthly 
basis, Bruce provided unending 
enthusiasm and optimism for 
each task.  Whether meeting 
with consultants about future 
campaign goals and direction, 
attending two Land Trust Alli-
ance Rallies or recognizing vol-
unteers on the bluffs of Point 
Vicente, Bruce met each task 
with energy, an open mind and 
a clear desire for inclusion and 
results.

In the closing four months of his 
tenure, Bruce met with board 
members to successfully lead 
a board challenge to increase 
their financial support to 100% 
participation. Most commit-
ments surpassed past years’ to 
provide 50% more resources to 
the Conservancy.  The success 
of his work says it all:  leading by 
example is the most persuasive 
and lasting legacy!
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 UPCOMING EVENTS SPRING 2014  For a complete listing see postcard or visit website:  www.pvplc.org

Outdoor volunteer days sponsor

       www.facebook.com/pvplc .org

Nature Walks are Loved!

VOLUNTEER DAYS

APR 19
Earth Day -  White Point Nature Preserve
9 am - 12 noon - Bring the whole family to celebrate the envi-
ronment by helping to care for the demonstration garden and 
surrounding habitat and enjoy family hikes and other activities.

May 17
Big Sunday - Alta Vicente Reserve
9 am - 12 noon - Join the community by caring for newly 
planted habitat. 

Last year, the Conservancy surveyed 158 
nature walk participants for feedback — 
with impressive results! 92% of survey 
participants gave us the highest rating (“I 
loved it”) when asked about their expe-
rience on a nature walk. They were also 
overwhelmingly satisfied with the amount 
of information presented by our volunteer 
Naturalists on the hikes.  Three-quarters 
of these respondents also felt inspired to 
become more involved with the Conser-
vancy.  Thanks to all of our volunteer Walk 
Leaders for sharing their love and knowl-
edge of the Preserves with the public.

SAVE THE DATE

PALOS VERDES PASTORAL GARDEN-TO-TABLE DINING

OCT 5
mar’sel, Terranea Resort
6 pm  - Best of California handcrafted and organic foods and 
wines.  Tickets are limited.  For sponsorship information, visit:  
www.pvplc.org/activities

NATURE  WALKS 

MAR 8 
Royal Palms 
9 am - See unusual geologic formations on the coastal bluffs 
walking down to the shoreline while also learning more about 
the cultural history of the area from the abalone fishing indus-
try of the late 1800s to the recent landslide.  

APR 12
Defense Fuel Support Point
9 am - Explore one of the only endangered Palos Verdes blue 
butterfly habitats and view the nursery where the Conser-
vancy grows native plants. Space limited. RSVP required by 
Wednesday,  April 9.  

FILM SERIES:  THE BEAUTY OF NATURE

APR 5
Yosemite: A Gathering of Spirit at Warner Grand Theater
4:30 pm doors open at 3:30 pm - The film by renown docu-
mentarian Ken Burns highlights the struggle more than a 
century ago to protect nature for our first national park, pre-
ceeding our own community resolve to protect open space 
on the peninsula.

SPRING IMPRESSIONS NATURE  WALK & ART WORKSHOP

MAY 17
Pelican Cove to Terranea Resort
10 am - Guided nature hike and art workshop for all ages.  
$25 per family.  Meet at Pelican Cove Parking.  (310) 541-7613 
or info@pvplc.org    

NEW!  Monthly Native Plant Sale - White Point Nature Preserve  Every Fourth Saturday, 12 noon - 2 pm


