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OPEN SPACES
Mot i va t ion  Key  to  S tudent  Success  i n  Sc i ence

Continued on page 6

“Like other educators and business leaders 
across California, I have become increasingly 

concerned about this issue – and more 
determined than ever to see more science 

taught in our schools.”  
—

“What’s getting left out is the act of doing – 
experimenting and manipulating – the fun 

stuff of science that grabs students at an 
early age and motivates them to learn.” 

—
Low Scores, Low Priority for Science:  

Thoughts on Public Education

Continued on page 4

Biologist Jana Johnson with Legacy Circle member Pete Major 
releasing a PV blue butterfly at Linden H. Chandler Preserve 
on April 10th. 
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is to “…grab students at an early age and 
motivate them to learn
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A MESSAGE FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

ALCHEMY PROGRAM PROMOTES

VISION AND CAPACITY-BUILDING

The Annenberg 
Alchemy programs helped us 
to create a stronger   and 
more effective board

In turn, this 
helps the entire organization 

by assuring that we get maximum benefit from every contribution 
to the Conservancy.  We are grateful to the Annenberg Foundation 
to have been selected to participate in this smart and well 
done program

        

         Andrea Vona 

CONSERVANCY BOARD STRATEGIZES

2011-2013 THREE-YEAR PLAN
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$100+ ensures our programs and restoration work 
continues throughout the year.  Also, receive our new 
driving tour book:  
sula, by Barbara Dye.
$1,000+ puts you in the Mariposa Circle - a giving 
level that ensures invitations to special member events 
and more
$5,000+ enters you into the Legacy Circle where you 
receive exclusive invitations, donor recognition and 

GR E AT  PO O L O F TA L E N T  JO I N S  PVPLC BOA R D

Congratulations

Cassie Jones

says, “I consider all the work going in to the open 
space properties as combinations of recreation, 
improvement, and enhancement – even the actual 
creation of new open spaces.  It is more than simply 
preservation.  It is also the nurturing and stewardship 
of the plants and creatures that live in this open space.  
We are literally planting seeds for growth and all the 
hope for the future that goes with them

Pam Westhoff

to support a mission that means so 
much to me personally

John Spielman  and 

C o n s e r v a n c y  s i n c e 

One of the first recreational 
things my late wife Deena and I did when we moved 
to PV in 1991 was to go on some of the Saturday 
morning nature hikes.  Through that exposure 
we quickly figured out that the organization was 
providing great benefit to the local community 
and decided we should contribute. I am interested 
in serving on the board to help the Conservancy 
continue to benefit the Palos Verdes community

Leslie McShane

believes “the existence 
of open space areas is 
vital to maintaining and 
enhancing the quality of life in our area.  Congestion 
abounds in southern California, and it is critical 
that we have open space for people of all ages to 
experience and enjoy the benefits of nature and 
the outdoors

We value all contributions and accept most giving options including gifts of stock, CRTs and bequests.  
Please contact Nancy Young at (310) 541-7613 x202 or email:  nyoung@pvplc.org   
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Linden H. Chandler Preserve in 2007 before ( left) and after Conservancy habitat restorat ion in 2009 (right)

Study continued from page 1

“State of the Trails” Workshop Focuses on Community Priorities
A public workshop was hosted on Saturday, April 30, 2011 at the Point Vicente Interpretive Center 
jointly by the City of Rancho Palos Verdes and the Conservancy to provide the community with an 
update on trail conditions and plans for the Palos Verdes Nature Preserve (PVNP) in the coming year.  
The National Park Service assisted by developing the format for the event, and providing a facilitator.    

The Conservancy presented the history of the PVNP and summarized accomplishments to date, 
which was followed by the 40 community participants direct comments on the concerns, needs, 
and desires for the PVNP.  Exhibits included information on the importance of habitat restoration 
and on trail crew volunteering.  

A summary report on the workshop’s outcomes will be presented to the City Council along with results of the two public workshops 
on Upper Filiorum conducted in 2010.  Recommended amendments to the existing Preserve Trails Plan will be presented at a tentatively 
scheduled meeting in summer 2011.   The Upper Filiorum Draft Trails Plan and responses to comments from the workshop are available 
at www.pvplc.org 

and milk vetch) vital to the feeding of caterpillars during captive 
rearing are raised from seed gathered at restoration sites. The 
group also visited another habitat restored by the Conservancy at 
Friendship Park, also in San Pedro, where PV blue butterflies were 
released last year.

Later in the month, a total of 86 butterflies were released at the 
Linden H. Chandler Preserve in Rolling Hills Estates, are part of this 
recovery effort. Butterflies were released at Chandler in an area 
initially restored with over 2,700 host plants in 2007 and 2008 in 
an effort funded by US Fish & Wildlife Service Endangered Species 

Program and Conservancy donors.  Since then, the Conservancy has 
continued to weed and re-plant to upgrade habitat quality to the 
point where the captive-reared butterflies could be released into the 
wild.  PV blue butterfly offspring have been observed during annual 
surveys, showing that the butterfly releases have been successful in 
creating a self-sustaining population.

The captive rearing and reintroduction project is supported in a 
partnership between the PVPLC, Moorpark College, Urban Wildlands 
Group, and the Defense Logistics Agency.

Bag Dispensers Keep Dog Waste Out of Storm Drains and Ocean

The Conservancy is participating in an 
innovative and pro-active new program 
designed to reduce water pollution from dog 
waste washing into rivers and oceans through 
storm drains. The goal is to encourage dog 
owners to pick up after their dogs to reduce 
bacteria associated with dog waste that can 
have a negative  impact on aquatic wildlife 
and on people swimming at beaches.

As part of the City of Los Angeles Stormwater Program’s new project, 
“Take a Bag.  Leave a Bag,” two dog-waste disposal bag dispensers were 

installed at the White Point Nature Preserve in San Pedro – one 
at the main entrance and the second at the southeast entrance.  
Dog owners are encouraged to use the bags and to bring extra 
empty plastic bags for other dog walkers to use.

So far, the community has responded and we 
are noticing a decrease in dog waste along 
the trails since the dispensers have been 
installed.  Thanks for helping make the project 
a success!  Contact www.LAstormwater.org  
if you would like to receive a free mini waste 
bag container.
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DFSP Nature Walk Provides Rare Glimpse into PV Blue Butterfly Habitat
Not many people know that the Defense Fuel Support Point located in San Pedro is home to 
the Conservancy’s native plant nursery.  The high security Navy base is also the location of the 
Palos Verdes blue butterfly, once thought to be extinct until rediscovered on the site.  

Last month, the Conservancy held a nature walk in cooperation with the Department of the Navy 
where guests were allowed access to the habitat restoration sites during the PV blue butterfly’s 
flight season.   Participants were treated to a rare glimpse of the unique flora and fauna at the 
active military base and Native Plant Nursery currently housing 14,000 plants grown for use on 
restoration projects around the Peninsula.   

The Conservancy will continue to work closely with the Navy to restore the butterfly habitat 
and to offer further opportunities for guests to visit the restricted area on guided nature walks.   
For a calendar of other nature walks visit www.pvplc.org.

Hi g h Sc h o o l Re s e a r c h In t e r n s Re c e i v e  To p Ho n o r s

Many of us enjoy the Peninsula natural areas for the quiet solitude 
they provide.  For others, the Preserves provide opportunities to 
participate in Conservancy-sponsored research projects.  This 
year several student researchers from Peninsula High School have 
received awards for their work. 

Christine Chen received First Place in the Palos Verdes Science Fair. 
She also received Second Place at the Los Angeles County Science Fair, 
where she won an Earthwatch Institute Scholarship to conduct field 
research this summer.  She next participated in the California State 
Science Fair, which 
was featured on NPR 
on May 11.  Christine 
(right) co-presented 
a summary of her 
research for the Three 
Sisters Bird Survey 
at the May 17 Palos 
Verdes South Bay 

Audubon Society meeting. Christine will continue her research 
during her senior year by tracking the growth of California sagebrush 
in the newly restored habitat and monitoring their use by threatened 
California gnatcatchers. 

Four other students placed in the top three in their categories at 
the annual Palos Verdes Science Fair:  Yurika Yoneda received First 
Place in Botany and will go on to compete in the Los Angeles County 
Science Fair; Peter Smolke received First Place in Earth and Space 
for the second year in a row; Akari Sunaga and Lauren Nguyen both 
received Third Place in Earth and Space, along with an award from 
the Association for Women Geoscientists.

These and other Conservancy-sponsored research projects help 
us improve our efforts to restore habitat and assure that Peninsula 
preserves are stable and sustainable homes for local wildlife.  We 
extend our congratulations to all of these students for their 
excellent work.

PV blue butterflies on deerweed at the DFSP

The Conservancy held an all ages science event, Field Notes from the 
Preserves Saturday,  June 4th at the White Point Nature Education 
Center.  The event featured UCLA Professor Philip Rundel, a specialist 
on coastal sage habitat,  who provided the keynote presentation about 
the various research projects being conducted on our local preserves.  
Dr.  Rundel, members of the Conservancy’s Science Advisory Panel and 
their students discussed the methods they used to study the habitat, 
wildlife and geology of the Peninsula.  They demonstrated the tools 
they use to accomplish their research to visitors and answered their 
natural science questions.

The event was an excellent opportunity for college-bound middle and 
high school students to meet local researchers and learn how their 
work guides the Conservancy’s preservation and restoration activities.  

A l l  A g e s  S c i e n c e  E v e n t  H i g h l i g h t s  R e s e a r c h  o n  P r e s e rv e s

Student researcher Yurika Yoneda and Science Advisory Panel member 

Dr. Rasoul Sharifi measure plant physiology in the Forrestal Preserve 



FAMILIES CELEBRATE EARTH DAY WITH THE CONSERVANCY

“Students were able to make immediate connections with science concepts,
These field trips provided students with 

first-hand experiences that allowed them to understand the information 
and the concepts that they are required to learn.  Especially with 5th 
graders, these first-hand experiences helped them to make all of the 
science content that they are required to memorize for the CST more 
comprehensible and real

PVPLANDCONSERVANCY@PVPLC.ORG

Study continued from page 1

UPCOMING EVENT

FALL FORWHITE POINT HOME

TOUR SET FOR SEPTEMBER

sunday
september 25

fall for WHITE POINT



SO CAL GAS COMPANY GIVES BACK TO PENINSULA

WE B S I T E CO N T E S T

FACEBOOK.COM/PVPLC.ORG

FLICKR.

In Honor

Celebrating

John Wessel for his birthday given 
by Brenda and Michael McNanmara
Eileen Joyce for her birthday 
given by Tom Joyce
Bo Struye 
given by Becky Cool 
Andrea, Leland and Reid         
given by Barbara Dye

Remembering

Ben & Bob Brytan
given by Karen Merickel

Bill Millar
given by Rosellen Trunnell
Bruce K. Fisher
given by Becky Cool
Diana Park given
given by Noel Park
Doreen Reid given by           
Bernice and Michael Green
Efren D. Costales given by 
Leonor Costales
Elke R. Cabral given by           
Dennis Cabral
Jim Joyce given by Richard          
and Vivien Murtha
Jim Oldendorph given by 
James Oldendorph, Jr.
Katharine Biesman-Simons
given by Betty Strauss, Mary 
Sheridan, Beverly Weihe, and   
Philip Weihe & Jane Finan
Lois LaRue given by              
Rosellen Trunnell
Paul Seide given by                   
Joan C. Seide
Vincent Charles Scalamandre
given by Doug and Eileen Stern
Virginia Spencer given by 
Grace Leonard
Noel & Glen Garrett given
by June & Robert Baco

JO H N NI E TO HO N O R E D W I T H
COMMUNITY LEADERSHIP AWARD

the training will enable me to better 
communicate about the natural world to the public while working at our nature centers.

CONSERVANCY STAFF EARN NATURALIST CERTIFICATION

Your celebration and remembrance 
gifts create a lasting tribute to 
friends and loved ones by helping  
to protect the beauty and character 
of the Palos Verdes Peninsula.  

If you would like to make a 
donation in remembrance 
or celebration please call 
Mary Lopes, Donor Relations,
at (310) 541-7613 x206. 

HIKE, BIKE AND MORE TO CELEBRATE NATIONAL TRAILS DAY
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or current resident

WWW.PVPLC.ORG

SUMMER
CALENDAR

JUN 11

JUN 11

JUL 2
AUG 6
SEP 3

JUL 2
AUG 6
SEP 3

JUN 17   
JUL 15 

AUG 13
SEP 10 

George F Canyon

JUN 18

JUN 25

Alta Vicente Reserve

JUL 9

Alta Vicente Reserve

Volunteer Workday Sponsors:

AUG 13

Lunada Canyon

SEP 10

Bend Landslide

SAVE THE DATE

SEP 25

Fall for White Point
HomeTour

Silent Auction

Nature Preserve  

2 Artist Studio Residences

NOTE:  There are no outdoor 
volunteer days scheduled in July 
and August due to heat concerns




