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Liz, who has led nature walks on 
the Peninsula for the past ten years, 
says that this land acquisition will “allow 
us to reopen trails that are closed-off 
to the public at this time.”

OPEN SPACES
Palos Verdes Peninsula Land Conservancy Second Quarter 2008Volume 20, Number 2

HOW YOU CAN HELP
• Make a payment on our web page, 
www.pvplc.org through the secure 
Donate Now site or send a donation 
to the Conservancy marked “Filiorum 
Acquisition.”

• Volunteer to help with the upcoming 
fund raising effort.

• Spread the word about this 
acquisition opportunity.

In 1988 an aerospace engineer and his wife strolled along one of the myriad of trails 
that criss-cross the south side of the Peninsula.  They marveled that this spectacular 
coastal land was still undeveloped and resolved to try and preserve it!

Twenty years later, that engineer, Bill Ailor, the Founding President of the Palos Verdes 
Peninsula Land Conservancy says that the community should be justifiably proud of the 
1200-acre mosaic of open space land that they have created on the Peninsula. The heart of 
this open space is the Portuguese Bend Reserve that stretches from the Three Sisters area 
west of Abalone Cove all the way down to the Forrestal area above the Trump National 
Golf Club.   Well not quite all the way … yet!

“We’ve worked really hard, along with the City of Rancho Palos Verdes, to acquire 
the last remaining block of open space that links together the previously preserved lands 
in the Portuguese Bend area,” said Henry Jurgens, president of the PVPLC. “And we are 
delighted to have now reached an agreement to acquire that property from York Long 
Point Associates.”

The agreement calls for acquiring the 190-acre Upper Filiorum and the 28-acres Plum 
Tree parcels of land (see map on page 2.)  Bill Ailor, who is currently a board member, and 
Liz Kennedy, the executive vice-president of the PVPLC will spearhead the Conservancy’s 
effort to complete the acquisition by the end of March 2009.

The 218 acres of open land overlooking the ocean is home to rare coastal sage 
habitat and several rare and threatened species that thrive in this environment.  These 
parcels are the missing link needed to connect two existing nature public preserves.  
Several trails traverse through these parcels, boasting magnificent views of the ocean.  This 
land would be available to the community when the area is acquired by the City of Rancho 
Palos Verdes and dedicated for public use. 

“This land is critical because it establishes a contiguous nature preserve that will 
serve as a vital corridor to help the resurgence of natural communities on our Preserves” 
said Liz Kennedy.

Grow Our Legacy- Preserve Filiorum Let’s reopen the trails!

Continued on page 2
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This land holds areas of coastal sage scrub habitat, southern cactus scrub habitat 
and has the potential for habitat restoration on many more acres.  It is home to a bird 
listed as threatened on the Endangered Species list, the California gnatcatcher, and the 
rare cactus wren.  In fact, the Palos Verdes Peninsula is estimated to have the largest 
population of California gnatcatchers in Los Angeles County. The acquisition land is also 
a prime reintroduction site for the endangered Palos Verdes blue butterfly since the 
property has remnant locations of the food plant of this butterfly.

 Acquiring this land will expand the Portuguese Bend Reserve to over 900 
contiguous acres and increase the open space managed by the PVPLC to 1,400 acres, 
an area 40% larger than San Francisco’s Golden Gate Park. 

Total acquisition cost of the property is approximately $12.2 million with 
government agencies targeted to provide about $8.1 million.  The remaining amount 
must be raised from the community and other sources in order to close the 
transaction by the end of March 2009.

“We are developing plans for a public campaign to raise $4 million to acquire the 
properties. This is a unique opportunity for the community, at last, to complete the 
Portuguese Bend Preserve,” said Liz Kennedy.  

A capital campaign committee is being formed and in the coming months a formal 
announcement of the campaign will be made.

“When the Vanderlip family, who owned most of the land on the Peninsula, had 
a choice of building their home anywhere, they chose this area and called it Filiorum, 
which is Latin for “of the sons”, said Bill Ailor. “And that sentiment of preserving land 
for future generations is the legacy we’ll leave by preserving Filiorum”.

Continued from page 1Grow Our Legacy- Preserve Filiorum

Map showing Upper Filiorum and Plum Tree.
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Portuguese Bend Reserve is Open!
In conjunction with National Trails Day, the Conservancy 

celebrated the grand opening of the trail system of the 
Portuguese Bend Reserve on Friday June 6th, 2008. With the 
exception of fire roads, all trails had been temporarily closed 
by Rancho Palos Verdes City Council for nearly 6 months, but 
the highly anticipated Preserve Trails Plan that was approved on 
February 23, 2008 has now been implemented. 

“It’s wonderful that we can welcome everyone back to the 
Preserve as the whole country celebrated National Trails Day,” 
said Andrea Vona, Executive Director of the Conservancy.  “It’s 
so fitting that this day promotes not only an appreciation for 
America’s trails but also encourages cooperative efforts among 
different trail users, including hikers, bicyclists, equestrians, 
walkers, and runners, all who enjoy being on the trails.”

The Conservancy also hosted a Trail Workday on June 7th at 
the Portuguese Bend Reserve. The workday was co-sponsored 
by REI and CORBA. Nearly 60 volunteers worked on both the 
Eagle’s Nest Trail and the Toyon Trail to create well-defined trails 
that are free of debris. 

 Bernice Abellera said, “It was the second time my running 
friends and I had volunteered and it truly was a marvelous and 
rewarding experience. I have given myself a mission to spread 
awareness of the importance of taking care of Mother Nature 
and will continue being involved in your volunteer activities.”

Since the opening there have been hundreds of people enjoying the trails. The 
Conservancy has installed 
informational trail markers 
throughout, as well as trail maps 
which are available at trailhead 
locations.  “We are absolutely 
delighted to have the trails 
open to the public again,” said 
Henry Jurgens, President of the 
Conservancy. “We appreciate 
the patience and understanding 
of the community in abiding by 
the restrictions over the past 
several months.”

Trail Marker at Burma 
Road Trail.

Volunteers working on the trails.

Volunteers 
Needed!

The Conservancy is seeking 
volunteers for the following programs:

KEEPERS (Keeping an Extra Eye on 
the Preserve for Environmental Review 
and Stewardship) monitor one of our 
Nature Preserves on a monthly basis and 
contribute to the successful management 
of these preserves. This volunteer 
opportunity is a one-year commitment 
to the assigned preserve area.  Melissa 
Wayne recently commented, “White 
Point Preserve represents an increasingly 
rare habitat, and the Keepers Program 
provides a glimpse into its ever-changing 
nature.  Examining and documenting 
conditions each month yields fascinating 
surprises and helps to safeguard this 
community treasure.”

If you are interested please contact 
Leslie Buena at lbuena@pvplc.org or 
(310)541-7613 x 213.

As a Trail Crew Volunteer you 
will learn skills associated with trail 
maintenance and design during a 100 
hour course that can be taken at your 
own pace at our Saturday skills courses. 
Volunteers who demonstrate proficiency 
in each learned skill and fulfill a yearly 
indoctrination will maintain status as 
a qualified Trail Crew member. The 
Trail Crew assists the Conservancy in 
maintaining the trails in all of our Nature 
Preserves. “The experience has turned 
out to be even more rewarding and 
interesting than I had expected,” said 
new crew member Mark Edwards.

If you are interested please contact 
Becky Harper at bharper@pvplc.org or 
(310)541-7613 x 207. 

Your Gift Is Important
Your donation will be put to good work by the Conservancy on a variety of programs, ranging from restoration to education to 
trail maintenance.  You have many ways to donate to the Land Conservancy:

Our Mariposa Circle is for donors giving $1,000 or more annually, with special thank-you events and benefits. 

Our Legacy Circle is for donors giving $5,000 or more for three years, with signature thank-you events and special benefits. 

We also offer many planned giving options. 

For more information, call our office at (310) 541-7613 or e-mail rford@pvplc.org.



El Segundo Blue 
Butterfly

The Palos Verdes Peninsula is home 
to two endangered butterfly species. 
While most people are familiar with the 
Palos Verdes blue butterfly, the other 
species is the El Segundo blue butterfly. 
This tiny butterfly spends its entire 
lifecycle on the dune buckwheat within 
local coastal areas. 

Two years ago, El Segundo blue 
butterflies were discovered living on the 
steep cliffs around Pt. Vicente, but not in 
areas above the cliffs. Since then, several 
restoration efforts have planted dune 
buckwheat in the South Bay, including 
the Point Vicente Interpretive Center, 
Torrance Beach, Redondo Beach, and 
Dockweiler Beach.  And the El Segundo 
blue butterfly have been found at these 
sites, thanks to the restoration efforts.

The Conservancy is providing habitat 
for this endangered species on the Palos 
Verdes Nature Preserve. The efforts 
will help expand the El Segundo blue 
butterfly’s population and take it one 
more step away from becoming extinct!

El Segundo Blue Butterfly

Education Update         
	 The Conservancy’s mission is “Preserving land and restoring habitat for the 
enjoyment and education of all” and is committed to educating people about the 
importance of conservation and the natural world.  Through an expanding education 
program we have been working to build “nature awareness” for many years. The 
goal is to reach all ages and 
offer scientifically accurate 
and inspiring messages of 
conservation, whether they are 
to a 3rd grader on a field trip 
or an adult on a monthly nature 
walk.

The Conservancy offers 
many opportunities for people 
to be out in nature. Some of 
these are:

• With dedicated volunteers 
and a certified naturalist on-site, 
visitors to George F Canyon 
Nature Center and Preserve 
can spend an hour or two on 
weekends hiking and learning 
more about the history of the 
area.

• Since 1995, the 3rd grade 
Education Program has been 
connecting young learners to the wonders of local ecosystems in ways consistent with 
current academic standards.

• Partnership with the LA Conservation Corps continues, which allows education 
opportunities to under-served 6th through 8th grade students. To date, over 160 
middle school students from South Los Angeles neighborhoods have taken educational 
nature hikes through the George F Canyon and White Point Nature Preserves. One 
child said, “Nature is so beautiful, I love it here and I want to come back.”

• The popular monthly Nature Walk series reach out to the general public and 
connect the community to the wonderful natural open spaces in their own back yard. 

• The Conservancy began a family walking series called “Nature Center Without 
Walls” at the White Point Nature Preserve. The walk explores the local landscape and 
are sprinkled with trail games and activities for the kids. Walks occur the 3rd Saturday 
of every month and are from 9-10am, through August. There is also an information 
booth available with nature crafts for the kids.

• The Conservancy also works extensively with Eagle Scouts and Girl Scout Gold 
and Silver Award hopefuls on many projects throughout the preserves. Some projects 
have included the fabrication and installation of owl boxes and building trails as well as 
developing self guided trail brochures for the public.

These are the education programs offered today, but what does the future hold? 
The possibilities are endless. With the amazing dedication and support this community 
has always shown, the Conservancy will continue to grow and develop more 
meaningful and effective educational opportunities and inviting all to take a closer look 
at, and connect on a deeper level with, the natural world.
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Stewardship, Restoration, and Education Updates

Dune Buckwheat

Students looking closely at Bladder Pod.



RECIPE Celebrates its 
Two Year Anniversary

The Research, Education and 
Community Involvement Program for the 
Environment (RECIPE) was created in June 
2006 with a generous grant from the Alcoa 
Foundation.  At the two-year mark, there is 
much to celebrate.

The program aims to reach students 
from elementary through university level 
to foster sound scientific education and 
provide research opportunities.

                                                      
         During the past two years RECIPE’s 
major accomplishments include:

• Produced more than 80 research 
projects completed by over 100 
participants. 

• The creation of a Science Advisory 
Panel with over 31 members. 

• Participated in 13 research projects 
completed by 9 college interns.

• 31 high school students have 
conducted hands-on research on the 
Conservancy’s preserves, often with a 
Science Advisory Panel member.

• Began developing a weather station 
array to be installed at middle school 
classrooms.

RECIPE projects will continue 
to incorporate all students who will 
experience hands-on natural science 
research while providing needed answers 
to Conservancy and the restoration 
community at large.  

RECIPE Student Goes to Harvard
Kristen Hunter started a RECIPE project in 

the fall of 2006 and the experience has paid off, 
she has been accepted to Harvard University. 
From the array of research projects needed at the 
Conservancy she chose to study weather on the 
Peninsula, focusing on microclimates.  

After interviewing retired weatherman Don 
Gales, a visit to see a TV weather broadcast at 
KTTV with weatherman Rick Dickert, and an 
internship at Jet Propulsion Laboratory with 
meteorologist William Patzert, Kristen produced 
an analytical report detailing how rainfall and 
temperatures varied around the Peninsula. 

The Conservancy will use this valuable 
information to develop site-specific restoration 
plans. Kristen said, “Working on a microclimate 
project through the RECIPE program allowed 
me to learn about and contribute to an exciting 
topic I knew very little about. I also learned basic 
research skills, and gained abilities such as an in-
depth understanding of Excel, using statistics in 
real-world situations, and presenting research in a 
clear manner.”

This shows that our RECIPE students take 
their work very seriously and some hope to 
continue their careers in a related field.  Kristen 
continues, “I hope to do science research as an undergraduate, which will help me 
evaluate and obtain research positions in my chosen field.” The Conservancy wishes 
Kristen success as she continues her education.

Kristen holds her book on Weather and 
Microclimates of the Peninsula.
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Rare Plant coming back to the Peninsula
The Catalina Crossosoma (Crossosoma californicum) is one of the Peninsula’s special 

plants, considered rare and endangered in California and elsewhere.  It is found on the Palos 
Verdes Peninsula primarily on rocky, hard-to-reach locations within the Palos Verdes Nature 
Preserve. The shrubby small tree is present on some of the Channel Islands, including San 
Clemente and Santa Catalina, as well as Mexico’s Guadalupe Island. This plant has delicate 
beautiful white flowers, however, it doesn’t bloom for long (February-May), doesn’t tolerate cold 
weather, and grows in rocky, often steep terrain. 

The exciting news is that a small 
amount of seed was gathered in 2006 from 
the population in the Palos Verdes Nature 
Preserve and PVPLC nursery staff began 
propagation.  Known to be difficult to grow 
in the nursery setting, staff was able to 
transplant several dozen, which now wait 
to be planted out on the nature preserves. 
Placed in the full sun to adapt to outside 
conditions, two of the plants flowered in the 
nursery this past Spring!			  Catalina Crossosoma

Katie Gallagher completing research.



 The Conservancy welcomes Joe Platnick and Grace 
Wallace to our Board. 

Joe is a senior executive and board member of 
Pasadena Angels, a group of private equity investors. He has 
Bachelors and Masters degrees from MIT, and has worked 
for Fortune 500 and emerging high-tech companies both in 
the U.S. and overseas. Joe lives in Rolling Hills Estates with 
his wife Kathy and children Sara and Stephen. 

Joe is active in a number of community organizations 
including Rolling Hills United Methodist Church; Autism 
Speaks Foundation; and the Yosemite Association.  He is 
a former board member of Goodwill Industries of Long 
Beach and South Bay and has coached youth basketball at 

the San Pedro and Peninsula YMCA.

Grace Wallace took Doane Liu’s spot on our board 
and has been a volunteer on the Peninsula for the past 
eighteen years.  Grace has used her background in 
accounting and auditing to run the treasury function, 
along with other positions, in a number of community 
organizations.  She has served as a board member of the 
Peninsula Education Foundation and as board member 
and treasurer of the Palos Verdes Assembly, PVPHS Music 
Boosters, and various PTA Units.

Grace lives in Rancho Palos Verdes with her husband 
Rick.  Their two children Stacey and Brian are graduates of 
the Palos Verdes school system.

Please join us in welcoming these two outstanding 
individuals to the Conservancy.
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Lily Verdone has replaced Mike Yadrick, who has moved to the state of 
Washington, as the Stewardship Manager.  She directs the land stewardship 
activities and restoration projects.  Lily received her Master of Science in 
Biology from Sonoma State University and has over six years of professional 
experience in land management and biological research.  She has worked 
for non-profit, government and private organizations in California, Texas, 
and Mexico.  Lily has experience in native plant restoration and propagation, 
comparative field research, and exotic species control in wetland habitat.  Lily 
joined the Land Conservancy in June 2008.

Leslie Buena has replaced Becky Harper’s position as the Stewardship 
Associate and is responsible for the Stewardship Volunteer Program.  She 
also assists the stewardship staff with biological monitoring and preserve 
management.  Leslie is a candidate for her Master of Science in Biology from the California State University in Fullerton.  Leslie has 
four years of academic research and professional experience in ecology and animal behavior research, endangered species monitoring, 
and exotic species control.  Leslie joined the Land Conservancy in April 2008.

The new Stewardship staff reports in to Becky Harper who was recently promoted to Conservation Director, and is responsible 
for planning and implementing the PVPLC’s conservation programs including biological studies, habitat restoration and trail 
maintenance.  She is also responsible for developing partnerships with appropriate groups and organizations.  Becky has been with 
the Land Conservancy since January 2006.

We Remember
Glen Blixt given by Kevin and Elizabeth Sala
Jeane Burke given by Barbara Cox and Jo Ann 
Michetti
Lorne C. Dunsworth given by George and 
Barbara Gleghorn
Fran Evans given by Barbara Cox
Margy Fraser given by Dick and Kay Bara,  Da-
vid and Eleanor Fraser, Charlotte Gilmore, Bridget 
Heller       
Charles Hillinger given by Claire De Ciutiis 
Madeline Wade-Hitchings given by George 
and Barbara Gleghorn
John E. Ireland given by Karen Bogard, Lee and 
Justine Brady
Jean Jones and Walter Osterberg given by the 
Walkie - Talkie Trail Mates
Edna Levy given by Michael and Bernice Green
Jim Madden given by Betty Strauss                 
Linda Modisett given by Noah Modisett
Carol Matthews given by Audrey Murray
John T. Neth given Marguerite Wilkie
Marilyn Ryan given by George and Barbara 
Gleghorn, Billie Greer, Betty Strauss                  
Bill Tierney given by John and Ann Chaffey
Sharon Wade given by George and Barbara 
Gleghorn
Madeline Wade Hitchings given by George and 
Barbara Gleghorn
Stan Walch given by George and Barbara 
Gleghorn
Jennifer Winkelspecht given by Brian and Lisa 
Winkelspecht

We Celebrate
Eva Remstien’s 4th birthday given by Herbert 
and Irma Remstein

Staff Additions and Appointments

New Members Elected to the Board

Pictured from Left to Right, Becky Harper, Leslie Buena, 

The Conservancy has two new additions to our staff, and a promotion!

Al and Dee Edridge’s 50th Wedding Anniver-
sary given by Ellen and Ken Moses, Barbara and 
Mike Beaupre, Elaine and Steve Ragow
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				    Special Events
ART SHOW IMPRESSES ONCE AGAIN

Conservancy members and art collectors attended a special Preview Dinner 
on Friday, June 27th to view and purchase from the latest collection of exceptional 
plein air landscapes from the Portuguese Bend Artist Colony.  The show ran 
through July 25 at the Malaga Cove Library Gallery.  A portion of the proceeds 
benefit both the Land Conservancy and the Library District,

Many thanks to Toyota Motor Sales USA for their support. Other sponsors 
include Terranea Resort, Malaga Bank, and Virginia Butler and Les Fishman with 
Coldwell Banker.

Tim and Emily Vaughan intently studying a painting.

Elizabeth Lohmiller and Virginia Cicoria 
enjoying themselves.

Portuguese Bend Artist Colony starting the show. From left 
to right, Rick Humphrey, Daniel Pinkham, Vicki Pinkham, 
Stephen Mirich, Amy Sidrane, Kevin Prince. Not pictured: 
Tom Redfield.

Joan Favre, Jette Braun, Maeve McGrath, Daniel 
Pinkham, Vicki Pinkham, and Dan Cooke admire one of 
the paintings purchased by Terranea Resort.

White Point Home Tour Is A Huge success
On Sunday, June 2, seven San Pedro residents opened their homes for a public tour as part of the Land Conservancy’s Spring for 

White Point fundraiser to benefit the White Point Nature Preserve.  Following the tour all enjoyed a celebration reception with live 
music, delicious food and wine, and a fabulous silent auction that featured donated items from local artist and businesses.

Guests enjoy delicious wine and food while bidding on the silent auction. White Point Committee members.  From left to right: Susan McKenna, 
Leslie McShane, Susan Cooning, Terry Miller, Mary Ellen Richardson, 
Roxanne Roberts and Beth Sohngen. Not pictured, Karen Silence.



Join us for these exciting events and volunteer 
opportunities! Reservations are recommended for all  
Volunteer Workdays and they are required for work-
days at the Nursery. 

For information and reservations, call Christen Kitner 
at 310/541-7613, ext. 201. Directions and information 
about our nature walks can be found at  
www.pvplc.org/naturewalks.

FALL Calendar
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August 16
Night Hike 

George F Canyon                    
Time to be arranged   
This hike will bring you to 
the top of the canyon for 
a fantastic view of the city 
lights below. Limited to 20 

people. Call 310.547.0862 for 
reservations.

SEPTEMBER 6
Hike at George 

F Canyon                       
1PM - 3PM                  

Join expert guide Ted Winter 
for a lovely hike.  $3 per 

person will bring you into a 
wonderful world of discovery.  
Please call 310.547.0862 for 

more information.

SEPTEMBER 6
Volunteer Workday  

White Point 
Nature Preserve                        

9AM - 12PM                    
Help with a trail project.

September 6
Bird Walk                     

9AM                       
 Meet naturalist Loretta Rose 

at the Nature Center.  We 
supply binoculars.

September 13
Royal Palms Beach                    

Nature Walk             
2PM - 4PM                    

                        
September 13

Volunteer Workday  
George F Canyon      

9AM - 12PM

      Help with a trail project.

SEPTEMBER 14
Night Hike 

George F Canyon                    
Time to be arranged 
This hike will bring you to 
the top of the canyon for 
a fantastic view of the city 
lights below. Limited to 20 
people. Call 310.547.0862 

for reservations.

September 20  
Volunteer Workday                        

9AM - 3PM                 
Team Leader Training. Call the 

office for information.

September 27                    
Volunteer 

Workday  Nursery                  
9AM - 12PM        

OCTOBER 4 
Volunteer Workday  

Portuguese Bend Reserve                 
9AM - 12PM                     

Help with trail maintenance.

October 4

Hike at George 
F Canyon                        

1PM - 3PM                  
Join expert guide Ted Winter 

for a lovely hike.  $3 per 
person will bring you into a 

wonderful world of discovery. 
Allow 2 hours.  Please call 

310.547.0862 for more 
information.      

October 11         
Alta Vista Ecological 

Reserve Nature Walk        
9AM - 11AM

Take in beautiful ocean views and 
interesting sage scrub habitat, 
with World War II bunkers 
and a Nike missile site.  View 
habitat restoration work that 
is currently underway.

OCTOBER 11 
Volunteer Workday                   

9AM - 3PM                     
Team Leader Training. Call the 
office for information.   	

OCTOBER 12       
    

  See unusual geology 
formations in the cliffs, learn 
about the history and wildlife 

of this coastal area.

Transplant native seedlings.

Night Hike                    
George F Canyon                              

Time to be arranged      
This hike will bring you to 
the top of the canyon for 
a fantastic view of the city 
lights below. Limited to 20 
people. Call 310.547.0862 

for reservations.     

OCTOBER 25 
Volunteer Workday  
George F Canyon                 

9AM - 12PM

Help with a trail project.


