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Dedication of Del Cerro Recognition Site
In July, major contributors
to the 2005 acquisition
who preserved 430 acres
of open space with 20
miles of trails, rugged cliffs,
and dramatic views of the
Pacific Ocean and Catalina
Island will be honored at
the dedication of the Del
Cerro Recognition Site.

Preserve, which includes
over 1,000 acres of open
space, and assures a
protected home for rare
and threatened wildlife like
the California gnatcatcher
and cactus wren.
The Preserve had been
part of the Conservancy’s
vision since its founding.
According to founder Bill
Ailor, “a group of families on
the Peninsula had a dream
to save open space for their
children to enjoy.” The
Conservancy then worked
for 16 years, successfully
negotiating and planning
with the government
agencies to provide over
75% of the required
funding and encouraged the
community to provide the
remaining private donations
necessary to fulfill this
dream.

The site acknowledges the
multi-year effort led by the
Conservancy and the City
of Rancho Palos Verdes,
along with the volunteer
and financial support of
thousands of volunteers
and contributors, the State
of California, County of
Los Angeles, the City of
Rolling Hills, the State
Coastal Commission, and
the Wildlife Conservation
Board. The preservation of
this area led to the creation
of the Palos Verdes Nature

Recognition site under construction.

“The spectacular, uninterrupted view of the Preserve
and coastline below was
the reason this donor
recognition site was
selected,” said Executive
Director Andrea Vona. The
design architects used a
‘tread lightly approach’ to
show an appreciation for
the surrounding landscape,
and features a new pathway
that uses the site’s natural
grade to accommodate ADA
access. The engraved granite
signage acknowledges the
people and agencies who
played vital roles in the
acquisition. A native stone
clad bench with seating at
the park’s highest point is
ideal for visitors to sit and
enjoy the majestic scenery.

Jim Scharffenberger, said,
“We came together to
successfully resist the everincreasing pressures to
develop privately-held open
space in Portuguese Bend
for all to enjoy: ourselves,
our children, and many
generations to come.” Now
all these groups are being
permanently recognized in
Del Cerro at a site offering
a place to reflect on what
we, as a community, have
achieved and can continue to
achieve together. •

As the Preserve’s Fulfill the
Dream community campaign
co-chair for the acquisition,

Printed on recycled paper: 30% postconsumer recycled fiber and Green Seal Certified

News Items
Del Cerro.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . p. 1
Message from the
Executive Director .. . . . . . . . . p. 2
2009 Art Exhibit & Sale.. . . . . . . . p. 3
RECIPE Program Milestone. . . . p. 5
A Timeless Hike.. . . . . . . . . . . . .. p. 6
Summer/Fall Calendar.. . . . . . . . p. 8

Palos Verdes Peninsula Land Conservancy

Page 

A Message from the Executive Director
Last year, I welcomed the birth of my first child. This amazing experience
has presented me with a glimpse into the future of our next generation and
invigorated my desire as part of our community to protect our unique open
places locally, here on the Peninsula. I am thankful for your support which
has helped to preserve over a thousand acres of lands and in turn, helped to
provide opportunities for our children to experience nature.
We each have memories of the special places where our own experience in
nature made a significant impact on our life. But as urban development in
Southern California continues to expand, these natural areas are becoming
smaller and smaller. While preservation of our landscapes, and naturebased education are incredibly important for our youth, there remain too
few opportunities for them to experience and understand their personal
connection to nature. Southern California, with the richest diversity of plant
and animal life of any region in the continental United States, has an irreplaceable
heritage that must be explored, nurtured and saved.
This land preservation does not stop with open space acquisition. As
described in the preceding feature article, the creation of the Palos Verdes
Nature Preserve was a major success for our community in land preservation.
Following this acquisition, the Preserve was then selected to be one of only
32 active Natural Community Conservation Plan (NCCP) sites designated
throughout the entire state.
The Conservancy has since worked tirelessly with the City of RPV and the
public to develop plans for the Preserve’s public use, trail locations, names
and uses, and in developing trail guides and signage for the nine reserve
areas that comprise the Preserve. The Conservancy continues to provide
land stewardship involving scientific research, habitat restoration, species
enhancement, trail maintenance, and education programs.
This ongoing care, stewardship and public education relies on you in the
community for support. The Land Conservancy thanks you for all you have
done and we ask you to continue to join with us to help ensure that the quality
of our land will continue to be protected, restored and appreciated by future
generations.
Andrea Vona
Executive Director

Your Gift Is Important
Your donation will be put to good work by the Conservancy on a variety of
programs. There are many ways to donate to the Land Conservancy:
• Join the Mariposa Circle by giving $1,000 or more, with special thank-you
events and benefits.
• Join the Legacy Circle by giving $5,000 or more with thank-you events,
additional benefits and permanent recognition.
•

We also offer many options for tax advantaged gifts.

For more information, call Bob Ford at (310) 541-7613, x 202 or e-mail
rford@pvplc.org.
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2009 Fine Art Exhibition and Sale
The Palos Verdes Peninsula Land Conservancy and the Portuguese Bend Artist Colony are pleased to announce the 2009 Fine
Art Exhibition and Sale, Reflections of the Peninsula. The Exhibition, in its 12th year, features original artwork by the Portuguese
Bend Artist Colony (PBAC), a renowned group of plein aire artists, most of whom have grown up in the South Bay. Member
Dan Pinkham, was the recent recipient of the Gold Medal for Painting at the California Art Club’s 98th Annual Gold Medal
Juried Exhibition in Pasadena. Because of the Land Conservancy’s commitment to open space, the group has developed a very
close and synergistic relationship to help preserve the natural open
spaces that inspire them.
The Opening Preview Reception & Dinner will be held on Friday,
September 18th at the new Terranea Resort (see next article). The
evening will feature all-new pieces, many inspired by the stunning
beauty of the Palos Verdes Peninsula. The public opening will take
place the next day, Saturday, September 19th from 1:00-4:00 pm
and feature a 2:00 pm lecture by Jean Stern, the Executive Director
of the Irvine Museum, entitled: “Looking at Paintings: Developing a
Critical Eye for Collecting the Best.” The exhibit will be open through
Saturday, October 3rd.
Tickets cost $160 for the Preview Opening Reception and Dinner
on Friday, September 18th. For the public opening and lecture on
September 19th the cost is $20 and includes a light lunch buffet. For
tickets or more information, please go to www.pvplc.org or call the
office at (310) 541-7613.

PBAC Artists (L to R) Kevin Prince, Thomas Redfield, Richard
Humphrey, Stephen Mirich, Amy Sidrane,Vicki Pinkham, and Dan
Pinkham

Terranea and the Land Conservancy
“Here the world recedes behind you in a coastal preserve … teeming with beauty so precious that it is protected … by the State
of California and the Palos Verdes Peninsula Land Conservancy.” This description on Terranea’s web-site shows their awareness of
the unique location of the resort and the critical role the Conservancy plays in protecting this coastal environment.
The Conservancy is benefitting from the budding relationship between the two organizations “We have a wonderful association with
Terranea ,” said Andrea Vona, Executive Director, “early on they made the
decision to purchase native plants from our nursery and have incorporated
them in their landscaping to beautify, provide habitat and enhance coastal
connections on their property. They have reached out to work with us in
so many different ways.”
This year the annual Art Show will be held at Terranea in September (see
article above) and they have been very generous in contributing exhibition
space, dining facilities and other assistance to the Conservancy for this
major fundraising event.
In addition, Terranea has designated the Land Conservancy as a non-profit
that they support. “This is already translating into direct contributions, said
Bob Ford, Director of Development, but perhaps more importantly we will
get increased exposure to owners and visitors to the resort who may want
to support the Preserves around them.”

Executive Director, Andrea Vona, and Kathy Van Vechten, of
Terranea Resort at the telescope dedicated to the Land
Conservancy.

The opening of Terranea presents a great opportunity for our two
organizations to work together to maximize the benefits to the Community.
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Stewardship, Restoration, and Education Updates

PV Blue Butterfly Spring Release
On the first day of spring, 80 Palos Verdes blue butterflies were
released into the wild at an event celebrating efforts to help
reintroduce the endangered species at the Defense Supply Fuel
Depot in San Pedro. Presumed extinct, the PV blue butterfly was
re-discovered in San Pedro in 1994 and the Conservancy has since
been part of a partnership program to reintroduce the species
along with Moorpark College, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, The
Urban Wildlands Group and the Defense Energy Support Group.
PV blue butterflies were also released in early May at the Linden H.
Chandler Preserve in Rolling Hills Estates. The release of over 500
adult females and over 1,000 larvae was made possible only after a
major native plant project restored the necessary habitat needed
for the butterflies to survive. The Conservancy’s nursery cultivated
Moorpark College student releases a PV blue butterfly raised in
over 3,000 native deerweed and locoweed plants used at both
captivity at the Defense Supply Fuel Depot in San Pedro.
the captive-rearing and reintroduction sites for the native habitat
restoration. In addition to managing habitat, the Conservancy staff
and volunteers also monitor the PV blue butterfly and assists in scientific research to support the recovery program. The spring
releases mark a major milestone in program’s development toward expanding the population and habitat of the PV blue butterfly in
the wild.

White Point Nature Education Center

Trail Crew Volunteers

Surrounding the newly completed Nature Education Center at White Point, is a
demonstration garden featuring two principal elements: a residential style native plant
garden and educational and interpretive models of local plant communities occurring
on the Palos Verdes Peninsula. Specifically, perennial grasslands, coastal sage scrub, and
riparian woodland are featured landscapes of the garden.
Garden areas will provide supplemental wildlife habitat as foraging areas for birds,
butterflies, and other fauna, and also use water conservation as a theme. From
the interpretive center building, pathways radiate outward to various parts of the
demonstration garden and the preserve beyond, representing four different thematic
areas, drawn from local Tongvan Native-American cultural heritage. With the pathways
and irrigations recently installed, planting begins this summer.

As a Trail Crew Volunteer, you will
learn skills associated with trail design
and maintenance during a 50-hour
course taught on Saturday’s by a
nationally recognized trail expert. As
a PVPLC Trail Crew Volunteer, you
receive training in trail maintenance
skills and are required to participate
in a yearly orientation. To qualify you
must be at least 18 years old and take
the introductory class prior to joining
the program. If you are interested,
please contact Leslie Buena at:
lbuena@pvplc.org or (310) 541-7613
x 213.
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Stewardship, Restoration, and Education Updates

Grazing, Weeding, and Restoration
Restoration work commenced with an innovative weed removal project
using 250 goats at Three Sisters Reserve. The goats grazed 21-acres for
three weeks, successfully removing non-native plants and the previous years
thatch. This was the first step in a multi-year restoration project which will
include the installation of temporary irrigation and the planting of 8,000
coastal sage scrub and grassland native plants.
At the Alta Vicente Reserve, below Rancho Palos Verdes City Hall,
temporary irrigation was installed over the winter to prepare the five-acre
restoration site for native planting this fall. Over the last few months, the
restoration area has been watered, allowing for more weeds to grow than
would without irrigation. The weeds are removed at an early stage several
times to minimize the amount of weed seeds in the soil when we plant
some 9,000 coastal sage scrub plants. This method, called “grow and kill”,
has been successfully used at several different PVPLC restoration sites.

Honda Makes the Cut
Honda of America responded
to the urgent request from our
stewardship crew by donating 4
new heavy duty trimmers for our
weed abatement activity. We thank
Honda’s leadership for supporting
organizations like the Conservancy
maintain healthy environments for
their communities.

Baaa...ck to work!

Rare Bird Survey

Bird monitoring surveys in spring
2009 may indicate that cactus
wrens are becoming scarcer on
the peninsula, part of a decline
documented in many parts
of coastal southern California
during recent years. This adult
was photographed in Alta Vicente
by ornithologist Robb Hamilton, who is working
with the PVPLC on the survey.

PVPLC Co-Hosts Academy of Sciences Meeting
The PVPLC’s Research, Education, and
Community Involvement Program for
the Environment (RECIPE), was honored
by serving as co-hosts of the 109th
Southern California Academy of Sciences
Annual Meeting. Held May 29-30th at
Marymount College. The conference
brought together scientists, professors,
and university and high school students
to discuss topics ranging from fossils to
climate change.
Three RECIPE high school researchers
presented the results of their microclimate study being conducted in the
Palos Verdes Nature Preserve. Other
students gave presentations on the
dietary habits of coyote and fox on the
Palos Verdes Peninsula, native ants and
implications for the Palos Verdes blue
butterfly, and effects of drought
conditions on carbon dioxide uptake on
plants.

Excerpt from SCAS Presentation
“Everyone can make a difference:
Reducing Greenhouse Gas Emissions at
the Local Level.”
by Ann Dalkey, PVPLC Science Director

SCAS High School Student Poster Presentor,
Alexa Aranjo.

Two RECIPE researchers won local and
county fairs, and Christina Guzenhauser
advanced to the California State Science
Fair with her research on, “The Effects of
Episodic Drought on the Rhus integrifolia
Phenology.” The poster was based upon
her research at the Forrestal Reserve
with UCLA researcher Dr. Rasoul Sharifi.

Conserve Water
• 19% of all electricity used in
California is related to water:
pumping, transporting, treating, using,
and disposing.
• Reduce Bottled Water Use
• 30 billion plastic bottles were
produced in 2005 and only 20% were
recycled.
• Bottled water is usually treated tap
water.
Plant Natives Shrubs
• Native plants require less water,
replacing lawns that need fertilizers
and mowing.
• Native plants sequester more CO2
than lawns.
For more tips, please go to: http://
www.pvplc.org/links.shtml

Palos Verdes Peninsula Land Conservancy

What Will
We See?
by Bill Ailor, President
Emeritus
Flying into Berlin on a recent
business trip, I was impressed
with the open countryside
surrounding small towns that
have remained virtually the
same for years. Hiking and
bike trails connect towns, and
are enjoyed by people of all
ages.
Lost on a trail in the
magnificent 630-acre
Tiergarten Park, a person
biking stopped to help us find
our way. He moved to Berlin
40 years ago, and at that time,
there were no large trees in
the park. The war and the
Berlin airlift had kept growth
limited. It is clear that vision,
dedication, and work by many
people over many years made
the park what it is today.
Los Angeles was once a small
town surrounded by fields.
Neighboring towns were
miles away. As time passed,
these small towns merged,
and today visitors see a
continuous stretch of homes
and businesses. The fields
and open space have been
absorbed.
We in the South Bay are
fortunate that we saw what
the future held for our area
and chose to take a different
path. Today, we have acres of
open space on the Peninsula
that can no longer be
developed and, just as in Berlin,
we have dedicated individuals
working to make these areas
even more special. Acres
of native habitat are being
restored every year, trails are
in place, views are among the
best in the world, and people
are enjoying these areas now.
And in 40 years…well, just
imagine.

Page 

A Timeless Hike on the Peninsula
by Deena Sheridan, PVPLC Board Member

The front door opens and a tall friendly man welcomes us into his home saying, “I’m in the “slide”
area of Portuguese Bend.” Don Fraser, a fit and hearty 93, walks out his front door and spends an
hour and a half nearly every afternoon hiking the trails of the Palos Verdes Nature Preserve.Those
half his age would envy his energy! In Don’s living room the window frames a dramatic view of
bluff, beach and water where the Peninsula encounters the Pacific Ocean. It takes a moment or
two for me to tear my eyes away from this stunning vista to focus on the matter at hand.
Don does not need much encouragement to share happy memories of raising a family in this
beautiful area. He purchased the Portuguese Bend lot where he still lives, in 1948, when one-third
acre lots were selling for $2,400. By 1950 the house was finished and his family moved in. At the
time his home was the only one for miles in any direction. A friend asked why he would want to
live where there was “nothing there”. Don replied, “That’s the point!” By 1956 there were 160
houses in the area when the land began sliding. Don held his house together over some difficult
years and it’s still intact today.
Don said that he married his wife, Margy, because she enjoyed walks and the outdoors as much
as he did. Their life together always included plenty of hiking, both locally and on family trips and
vacations.Their 3 daughters had horses and roamed all around the open space with neighborhood
friends. Hundreds of sheep grazed the hills in the winter.
In the 60 years that Don has regularly hiked through what is now the Palos Verdes Nature Preserve
he has noticed a few changes. There are a few more trails than there used to be. Nowadays he
will encounter 2 or 3 couples hiking, a few mountain bikers and the occasional equestrian where
he used to see no one. Don mentions that he used to see a lot of little foxes and doesn’t come
across those so often anymore. He sees a lot
of rabbits and the occasional rattlesnake.
It occurs to me how minimal these changes
really are over a 60 year time span in an area
that has seen a population explosion during
that same time period. This is why I am grateful
for the work of the PVPLC. So that in another
60 years from now those, like Don, who love
nature and the outdoors, will still be able to
hike here, will still see the beauty, will still see
the rabbits, the rattlesnakes and the occasional
little fox.

Volunteer Picnic
Volunteers were honored at a picnic held
in March at the Pt.Vicente Interpretive
Center. Volunteers assist in nearly
every aspect of the Conservancy, from
outdoor stewardship to special events,
and computer and web assistance, to
scientific research and monitoring.
Together they contributed over 10,000
volunteer hours to the Conservancy
last year.

(L to R) - K.C. Kern and John Nieto received the
President’s Award, and Becky Ames, Eva Ciccoria,Troy
Braswell, Barry Bonnickson, and Mary Ellen Richardson
(not pictured) won Outstanding Volunteer Awards.
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2009 Spring Home Tour

IN HONOR

Over 200 guests joined the June 14th Spring for White
Point Home Tour, Art Auction and Reception. Now in
its eighth year, this event has grown in popularity and
has been extraordinarily successful in raising awareness
and funds for the White Point Nature Preserve in San
Pedro. This year’s self-guided tour included seven
unique, historic and intriguing homes. The event raised
over $18,000 in proceeds to benefit the White Point
Nature Preserve.
The Spring for White Point Committee worked tirelessly over the course of the past several
months and the Conservancy is indebted to them for their hard work, dedication, creative
energy and for bringing the community together in support of our local open space and for
providing such a creative, fun and enjoyable day. We thank the following sponsors for generously
underwriting the event: The Vue, Coastal San Pedro Neighborhood Council, Advanced
Orthopedic Solutions, CAL National Bank, the Office of Councilwoman Janice Hahn, Malaga
Bank, Peninsula Security Systems and SA Recycling.

Shining Star
Honorary
Service
Award
Education Director Kristina
Ellis was honored by the Pt.
Vicente Elementary School
PTA for her outstanding
contribution to the education
of over 400 of their students
through the Conservancy’s
Science Students as Stewards
Program. The experiential
program works to increase
science literacy and connect
students to nature through
hands-on learning.

A Day at the
Beach with Monet
Nearly 40 people enjoyed the
second PVPLC and Art to Grow
On, Inc. collaboration in May
at Abalone Cove. The event
combined a nature walk about the
influence of the environment on
the impressionists followed by a
Monet inspired art project.

Earth Day
Volunteers
Volunteers did their part for
the earth by participating in
a Conservancy workday at
Abalone Cove to provide
essential help in beach cleanup and weeding on Saturday,
April 25, 2009. The day was
generously sponsored by REI.

Staff Update

Pt Vicente Principal Becky Cash,
PVPLC Education Director, Kristina
Ellis, and Liz Gibson, Honorary
Awards PTA Chairperson

In January, Louise Olfarnes joined the PVPLC as the
Communications & Marketing Manager. Louise brings with
her 15 years non-profit experience. We are also pleased to
announce the promotion of Lily Verdone as Conservation
Director and to welcome Cris Sarabia as our new Stewardship
Manager. Lily brings over six years professional experience
in land management, biological research, experimental design,
restoration and plant propagation. Cris, a graduate of Cal
State University Long Beach, has worked with the Friends of
Colorado Lagoon and the Los Cerritos Wetlands Stewards.

Your remembrance and celebration gifts to PVPLC create
a lasting tribute to friends and
loved ones by helping to protect
the beauty and character of the
Palos Verdes Peninsula. If you
would like to make a donation
in remembrance or celebration
please call Mary Lopes, Donor
Relations, at (310) 541-7613
x 206.

We Celebrate
Deena Sheridan’s Birthday
given by Gary and Mary Lopes, and
Grace and Rick Wallace
The Good Life given by
Susan Finney
Eileen Joyce for Mother’s Day
given by Virginia Joyce-Dunn

We Remember
Eric Allan given by Cynthia Allan
William Strauss given by Robert
and June Bacon,Trudy Park, and
George and Barbara Gleghorn
David Clum given by Alisa Clum
Nicky Fields given by Barbara Cox
Jerry Glass given by Jacqueline M.
Glass
Bonnie Arnold given by George
and Barbara Gleghorn and Amy and
Jack Graham
Jo Anne Shults given by Michael
and Bernice Green
Cisco Ruth, Founding Member of
Rancho Palos Verdes, given by
Bridget Heller
Jack Franck given by Jim and Eileen
Joyce
James F. Knopke given by Phyllis
Knopke and Lisa Buchanan
Margaret Zinn given by George
and Mary Papps
Ann Fraser Hall given by Debra
Hall Filer and Scott Filer, and Bob and
Julie Pettengill
Byron Myhre M.D. given by Paul
and Joan Seide
A. J. Field given by Don and
Beverly Weihe
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Aug 1
Sept 5
Oct 3
Bird Walk
George F Canyon
9AM
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CA 90274
Permit No. 232

Meet naturalist Loretta Rose
at the Nature Center. We
supply binoculars.

Aug 1
Sept 5
Oct 3
Nature Hike
George F Canyon
1PM- 3PM
Join our expert guide for a
lovely hike. $3 per person will
bring you into a wonderful
world of discovery. Please
call 310.547.0862 for more
information.

Aug 1
Sept 5
Oct 3
Night Hike
George F Canyon
Time to be arranged
This hike will bring you to
the top of the canyon for
a fantastic view of the city
lights below. Limited to 20
people. Call 310.547.0862 for
reservations.

July 11
9 - 11 AM

NEW!
Long Point Shoreline
See faults cutting across
bedding, sedimentary rocks
and orange-brown beds
heavily altered by lava
intrusions in and outside
a beach cave. Easy. RPV.

Summer/Fall calendar

Join us for these exciting events and volunteer opportunities! Reservations are
recommended for all Volunteer Workdays and they are required for work-days
at the Nursery.
For information and reservations, call Christen Kitner at 310.541.7613 X 201.
Directions and information about our nature walks can be found at www.pvplc.
org/naturewalks.
July 11
9 - 12 PM
Volunteer Workday
White Point
Nature Preserve
Demonstration Garden
Help create a new
local plant community.

July 25
9 - 12 PM
Volunteer Workday
Nursery
San Pedro
Transplant new seedlings.
Reservations required.

August 8
9 - 11 AM
New Nature Walk!
Miraleste Canyon
First visit to beautiful
canyons on the east side of
the Peninsula, overlooking
the harbor. Strenuous,
due to some steep and
rocky trails. RPV.

Sep. 12
9 - 11 AM
Nature Walk
McBride Trail

Sep. 19
1 - 4 pm
Exhibit & Sale
Public Opening
& Lecture
Terranea Resort

Always a favorite, this easy
but somewhat lengthy
walk presents panoramic
views of the south side
of the Peninsula and
the Pacific. Easy. RPV.

Please call (310) 541-7613 for
tickets & more information.

Sep. 12
9 - 12 PM
Volunteer Workday
White Point Nature
Preserve

Help with restoration and
trail maintenance

Help restore native habitat.

Sep. 18
5 - 9 pm
Fine Art
Exhibit & Sale
Preview Dinner Gala
Terranea Resort

Sep. 26
9 - 12 PM
Volunteer Workday
Forrestal Reserve

Oct. 10
9-11 AM
Nature Walk
Shoreline Park
Impressively restored
new habitat, makes
this spectacular bluff
top park worth a visit!
Moderate. RPV.

