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Conservancy Launches $1 Million Fundraising Campaign
Critical 191-acre parcel must be purchased by December 31, 2009
The Palos Verdes Peninsula
Land Conservancy announced
the kick-off of a campaign
to raise the remaining funds
required to purchase and
protect the 191-acre Upper
Filiorum parcel, the last large
parcel of available open
space on the Palos Verdes
Peninsula. The campaign will
also raise funds to incorporate
the new land into the Palos
Verdes Nature Preserve and
to restore the Preserve area
burned by the August 27, 2009
fire.
Rancho Palos Verdes Mayor
Larry Clark, and Bob Thiel of
the California State Coastal
Conservancy joined local
officials and special guests
on the McBride Trail to
announce the campaign. Bill
Ailor, Founder of the Land
Conservancy and Co-Chair of

the Campaign, shared with
attendees how the Land
Conservancy has worked since
its founding in 1988 to piece
together large parcels of land
in the Portuguese Bend area
into a contiguous open space
area preserve. The Upper
Filiorum parcel is the critical
piece—its acquisition will
complete the goal of this 20year effort.
Acquiring the land will allow
the Three Sisters, Portuguese
Bend, and Forrestal reserves to
be linked, forming a contiguous
950-acre corridor for wildlife
habitat and trail users. This
will expand the Palos Verdes
Nature Preserve to 1400
acres, and bring the total land
managed by the Conservancy
to 1600 acres. This is an area
almost twice the size of New
York’s Central Park.

Bob Thiel of the CA State Coastal Conservancy, Henry Jurgens, Bill Ailor, and
Andrea Vona of the PVPLC, Virginia Cicoria and RPV Mayor Larry Clark at the
McBride Trail Launch event.

The Upper Filiorum property,
which includes 30 acres
of donated land, will be
purchased by the City of
Rancho Palos Verdes and
the PVPLC from York Long
Point Associates for $6.5
million. The California State
Coastal Conservancy granted
$5.5 million and the City
of Rancho Palos Verdes is
providing $600,000 toward
the acquisition. The Land

Conservancy must raise the
remaining $400,000 from the
community by December
31, 2009 to complete the
purchase.
“The $400,000 represents
only six percent of the total
purchase price of $6.5 million
and works out to just $2,094
per acre, which is an incredible
bargain” said Bob Ford,
Director of Development for
the PVPLC. Another way to
Continued on page 3

Wildfire Damages 180 acres
On August 27, 2009, the
canyons and knolls of
Portuguese Bend Reserve
suffered extensive damage
from a recent wildfire that
burned 180 acres in the City
of Rancho Palos Verdes. The
fire damaged 45% of the
399-acre Portuguese Bend
Reserve in the Palos Verdes
Nature Preserve. In the
aftermath, the Conservancy
has been working with the

City of Rancho Palos Verdes
and various County and State
agencies to assess the fire and
to identify actions, especially
those involving public safety,
that have arisen as a result of
the fire.

Continued on page 4
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After months of negotiations with the sellers and careful coordination with the State
Coastal Conservancy and the City of Rancho Palos Verdes, we are thrilled to now have
the opportunity to permanently protect the Upper Filiorum property. Through public
funding, the leverage for this land deal is phenomenal. We invite the community to
make this shared vision of protected open space, public access and restored native
landscapes a reality.
Along with the thrilling announcement of a land deal, we have had the dramatic
experience of the August 27th wildfire. Throughout that night, our staff members were
calling and text messaging each other as we tried to determine the exact location of
the fire from the images on the television. We are incredibly grateful for the service
of the talented fire fighters and air support as they tirelessly worked to protect homes
and structures that were threatened by this blaze.
The next afternoon, after 100% containment, we entered the Portuguese Bend Reserve
and were shocked by the expanse of blackened snags and hillsides of ash where
thickets of lemonade berry once thrived. While the scorched acres of the Reserve are
a dramatic sight, many of the native plant species in these ecosystems have dormant
seed banks, or may grow from their existing structures (crown sprout). Some species
are fire dependent and lie dormant for up to a century or more until triggered to grow
by wildfires. These post-fire species, many of which are only ever seen after fire, can add
to the biodiversity of the region.
Unfortunately, post-fire recovery in a natural setting is not as simple as passively
watching the wildflowers bloom. There are many areas that need attention such as
monitoring and controlling invasive species, which can pose a great threat after a fire.
Your support is critical as we work toward recovery of this very special place and
as we build a larger, contiguous nature preserve through the acquisition of Upper
Filiorum.

Andrea Vona
Executive Director

Yes, I want to support the Palos Verdes Nature
Preserve Acquisition and Restoration Fund

I want to be a stakeholder:
 $21,000: Ten Acres  $10,500: Five Acres
 $2,100: One Acre  $1,050: Half Acre

I want to be a Campaign Supporter:

 $5,250: Two and a half Acres

 $100  $250  $500  Other____

Card Number:__________________________________Exp. Date:_____________
Name: _______________________________________Tel:__________________
Address: ______________________________________E-Mail:________________
City:_____________________________State:________Zip:___________________
Signature: ____________________________________

For more information, call Bob Ford at 310.541.7613, x 202 or e-mail rford@pvplc.org.
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Continued from page 1

look at it is that every $1 contribution from the community will bring
in $16 of government funding.”
The grant from the California State Coastal Conservancy is from
funds provided by Proposition 84, approved by voters state-wide in
2006. The bond act mandates that the funds be used exclusively for
conservation and flood control projects.
The recent fire in the Portuguese Bend Reserve burned over 180 acres
including valuable native habitat. The silver lining is that it also cleared
areas of weeds and non-native plants giving us the opportunity to
accelerate habitat restoration and take advantage of the coming rainy
season.
Also, adding the Upper Filiorum property to the Preserve means that
steps must be taken to meet legally required conservation obligations
for stewardship of the new land, including conducting vegetation and
wildlife surveys; developing and implementing habitat restoration plans;
trail maintenance and public access signage. The Conservancy must
raise an additional $600,000 for both of these efforts.
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Questions about the fire

How did the fire start?
Authorities are still investigating the fire, but we
understand that it was caused by an electrical malfunction.
What burned?
180 acres of habitat in the Portuguese Bend Reserve
burned. The Peninsula is fortunate not to have suffered
more damage than it did. We are all incredibly grateful for
the service of the fire fighters who protected homes and
structures and minimized damage to the Reserve.
What is the impact of fire in the Portuguese Bend
Reserve?
On the 180 acres of burned land, mixed native and nonnative vegetation including rare coastal sage scrub and
cactus scrub were lost as well as some signage for the
trails. This loss area affected 45% of the Portuguese Bend
Reserve.

The Land Conservancy has established the Palos Verdes Nature
Preserve Acquisition and Restoration Fund to meet these challenges-$400,000 to acquire the final critical piece of open space, and $600,000
to integrate the new land into the Preserve and begin restoration
of habitat in the burned area. The Campaign’s goal is to raise the $1
million by the end of December.

Is it true that fire can actually be good for the
ecosystem on the Peninsula?
The Peninsula’s unique plant communities are adapted to
particular fire patterns, not fire in general. Too much fire
or fire at the wrong time of year can seriously damage
or even completely eliminate many of the Peninsula’s
native ecosystems. Right now, the Peninsula’s ecosystems
are slowly recovering from over a century of impacting
activities, including farming, the introduction of invasive
plants, and the recent drought.

“The acquisition and the post-fire rejuvenation programs together
will create and restore a large block of natural coastal landscape,” said
Henry Jurgens, President of the PVPLC. “The people who love the
Peninsula have worked for two decades to leave a legacy of open space.
We are confident that our community will help us finish what was
started so long ago.”

What is the best way to protect against mudslides
and erosion?
Permanent native vegetation is the best long-term solution
to soil stabilization and erosion control. The recent fire
provides an opportunity to replant using native plants and
increase the ratio of native to non-native plants, yielding a
more secure area in the long term.

Contributions may be made on-line to PVPLC at www.pvplc.org or
sent to PVPLC, PO Box 3427, Rolling Hills Estates, CA 90274.

Help to Complete and Restore
the Palos Verdes Nature Preserve

What is the best plan for ecological restoration
after a fire?
There are three major elements in the ecological
restoration of disturbed areas after a fire:
1) Allow the native plants in the area to germinate from
the seed bank or re-sprout from stumps or root systems
and protect them from damage through strict adherence to
the approved trail network.
2) Control and remove non-native weeds that would also
germinate or re-sprout after a fire. These nonnative plants
can diminish or even prevent the success of the natural
restoration process.
3) Use erosion control devices as needed to control or
minimize the effects of the fire on the structure of the soils,
particularly on steep slopes.

For more answers to your questions and links to additional
information, please visit www.pvplc.org
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Stewardship, Restoration, and Education Updates

Current Restoration Projects Enhance Habitat
The three areas outlined show the sites of the
Conservancy’s habitat restoration work on the
Alta Vicente, Three Sisters, and Vicente Bluffs
reserves. The projects at Three Sisters and Alta
Vicente will provide enhanced habitat for the
California gnatcatcher and the coastal cactus wren.
Trail reconstruction and native species planting
at Vicente Bluffs is part of a California Coastal
Conservancy grant whose goal is to reduce
sedimentation along coastal California. The work
increases native coastal sage scrub, cactus scrub
and grassland plant communities on the Peninsula
for the benefit of rare and endangered species.
Similar restoration and maintenance projects are
ongoing throughout the Conservancy’s managed
lands and include the planting of native coastal
sage scrub and perennial grassland at the White
Point Nature Preserve and the restoration of Palos
Verdes blue butterfly native habitat in Chandler Nature Preserve. Each restoration project is developed and implemented over
multiple years, and includes site selection and planning, scientific research, project development, native seed collection and plant
propagation, site preparation, implementation, and multi-year success monitoring.
Continued from page 1

In consultation with regulatory agencies, local universities, biologists,
hydrologists and resource managers specializing in fire ecology, we are
creating a multi-phased plan to help guide the recovery of the fragile
post-fire ecosystem of Portuguese Bend Reserve. These efforts will
include:
•
•
•
•
•

Mapping the extent and intensity of the fire area and areas of
sensitive plant and wildlife species;
Preparing for debris clean-up and safety measures within the
Preserve;
Surveying trail markers in the burn area and repairing or
replacing as needed;
Removing invasive plants in the burn area; and
Planting mature cactus and coastal sage scrub native vegetation.

“While fire leaves the landscape looking charred and black, plants
can bounce back quickly, we may enjoy springtime with an abundant
explosion of blooms amid the blackened snags; and if our habitat
restoration efforts are successful, it will be even more ecologically
valuable and beautiful” said Andrea Vona, Executive Director of the
Land Conservancy.
Student participants in the Conservancy’s Research, Education, and
Community Involvement for the Environment (RECIPE) Progam will
conduct research projects to evaluate the effects of different habitat

Before and After the Fire

June 2009

September 2009

The burn area was centrally located within the Reserve,
affecting both native and non-native vegetation and
known nesting sites of the threatened coastal California
gnatcatcher and the special status cactus wren.

regeneration techniques and determine how the
burned areas are impacting coyote, fox, and other
animal populations.
The main trails of the Portuguese Bend Reserve are
scheduled to reopen in November 2009. Please visit:
www.pvplc.org for updates on trail access and for a
copy of the PVPLC Fire Recovery Plan.

Third Quarter, 2009
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Stewardship, Restoration, and Education Updates

Toyota and REI Join Conservancy
for National Public Lands Day
Over 115 volunteers donated a total of 365 hours to the PVPLC as part of National Public
Lands Day. The volunteers, including 43 youth volunteers, took on several very large
projects at the White Point Nature Preserve. They helped to weed and mulch around
the new demonstration garden, part of a new Nature Education Center being built this
year. They also repaired trails in the Preserve. Toyota and REI sponsored the event and
recruited employees to volunteer. This was the first workday sponsored by Toyota, which
generously provided t-shirts and other freebies for volunteers. We thank all the volunteers
for their hard work and enthusiasm for the PVPLC!

Young Artists Paint Nature
Families in the community and those visiting the Terranea Resort participated in the
fourth Conservancy nature walk and art experience, Young Artists in Nature. After
enjoying a coastal hike through the native landscape with an experienced naturalist,
children painted their own masterpieces inspired by the scenic beauty of the area.
The day was made possible by event host, Terranea Resort and Art to Grow On, Inc.
The next family nature and art activity will be Saturday, January 30th. Check the
PVPLC website: www.pvplc.org for more details.
Children enjoy painting in an “outdoor studio” at Terranea Resort.

Chasing Butterflies
Science Director Ann Dalkey has earned permits to survey both the El
Segundo blue and the Palos Verdes blue butterflies. With these new skills, she
can conduct field work for surveys beginning in the Spring 2010 flight season
to promote reintroduction of the species into additional viable habitats.

Conservancy Joins Marine Research Network
The Conservancy has joined the Multi-Agency Rocky Intertidal Network (MARINe) of researchers, students, and volunteers, who
conduct specific monitoring tasks in rocky intertidal areas. A new monitoring site will be operated by a joint PVPLC-California
State University Long Beach (CSULB) station. While the site will have multiple functions, foremost is providing information on the
baseline conditions of our rocky intertidal sites for use in assessing disturbances, such as climate change and oil spills. It also carries
the benefit for researchers desiring to conduct primary ecological research in the
intertidal zone. CSULB’s involvement will enable students to obtain hands-on practical
experience in the field and provide opportunities for graduate student research.

MARINe researchers and PVPLC intern monitoring
a sampling site at White Point

The MARINe Network maintains long-term monitoring sites from Baja California to
Alaska, including Canada and limited areas on the east coast. Participants range from
universities (e.g., UCLA, UCSB, UCSC), to major governmental agencies including the
Department of Interior U.S. Park Service and California Department of Fish and Game,
the Southern California Coastal Research Project, Cabrillo Marine Aquarium, and other
organizations. Participation in MARINe will bring more than research to Abalone Cove.
It will be an outstanding opportunity to work with highly regarded members of the
scientific community and governmental agencies.

Palos Verdes Peninsula Land Conservancy
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Del Cerro Site Recognizes Community’s Open Space Preservation
On July 12, 2009, the community dedicated the Recognition Site at Del
Cerro Park in Rancho Palos Verdes. The site commemorates the 2005
preservation of 399 acres of open space in Portuguese Bend. The successful
campaign was led by the Land Conservancy in partnership with the City
of Rancho Palos Verdes and was made possible by major financial support
from the California State Coastal Conservancy, County of Los Angeles,
City of Rolling Hills, U.S. Wildlife Conservation Board and The Annenberg
Foundation, as well as donations and volunteer support provided by
thousands of individuals. The event also honored Legacy Circle members
who support stewardship of the Preserve for habitat restoration, species
enhancement, trail maintenance, and education programs.
The formal unveiling of the site was followed by a gourmet picnic basket
lunch by Restaurant Christine and “A Taste of the Preserves” samples of
special dishes made from plants, berries or herbs found on the Peninsula by
Ed and Susie Beall, John Nieto, and Grace Wallace. Wine was donated by Jim
LaBarba and Georgene McKim, Eberle Winery (William and Phyllis Glantz),
and by Deena Sheridan and John Spielman. Lt. Col. Jon Ramer led honey
tastings and Dr. Connie Vadheim provided sage tea. Music was provided by
the Howard Ellis Quartet.

“...Many years from today, when Southern California is
even more built out and dense than it is today, future
generations will marvel at, and give thanks for, the vision
and wisdom of these fine people, who have created this
wonderful legacy for us and our children and grandchildren. “
Noel Park, Daily Breeze
Oct 5, 2009

(Top to bottom) Ed Beall created delicious Nopales Chorizo and
Cornmeal Herb Pancakes; the names of significant contributors
engraved on the recognition site; and major donors, State and
City of RPV officials dedicate the site.

Reflections of the Peninsula Inspires Support
Nature and art came together when the Palos Verdes Peninsula Land Conservancy
and the Portuguese Bend Artist Colony (PBAC) held their 12th annual Fine Art
Exhibition and Sale at the Terranea Resort on September 18 and 19. This year’s
original collection, Reflections of the Peninsula, raised critical funds and gave the
community a unique opportunity to view and buy art inspired by the beauty of
Peninsula.

PBAC Artists
(L to R): Rick
Humphrey, Kevin
Prince,Thomas
Redfield,Vicki and
Dan Pinkham,
Amy Sidrane and
Steve Mirich.

Guests bid on special auction dinners hosted
by supporters including a Plein Air Art Tour
and Dinner and a Southwestern Feast and
Tour of a Native American Art Collection.

Friday’s Premier Reception and Dinner attended by 175 guests featured hors
d’oeuvres served on a beautiful terrace with a view of the Pacific and Catalina
Island. Guests enjoyed a wonderful collection of wines donated by ONEHOPE
Wines, exquisite floral designs contributed by the Rolling Hills Flower Mart and
glasses of dessert port offered by Off the Vine. This year’s show was made possible
with the generous support of the Terranea Resort, and we are grateful to Terranea’s
Terri Haack and Kathy Van Vechten for their support and assistance. The media
sponsor was Luxury Life & Style SouthBay and corporate sponsors were SA
Recycling and Bennett Landscape.
The highlight of Saturday’s public opening was a lecture by Jean Stern, the Executive
Director of the Irvine Museum, who spoke to a room capacity crowd of over 200
guests about developing a critical eye for collecting and purchasing Californian
impressionist art, with many of the paintings of Portuguese Bend Artist Colony
members serving as examples of extraordinary plein air work. The Conservancy
is indebted to the artists, who donate a portion of the funds from sales of their
paintings, to the Conservancy.
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Walk Leaders Connect
Generations to Preserves
Did you know the Conservancy Nature Walk Program was founded 20
years ago and is still completely run by volunteer guides? The program is
coordinated and run by Anke Raue, who in addition to being a walk leader
for the last 15 years, is a member of our Board of Directors. Anke, and a
team of dedicated volunteers, prepare and lead educational walks for the
public throughout the Palos Verdes Peninsula, San Pedro and elsewhere in
the South Bay to view its varied landscape, from the edge of the sea to deep
within the canyons. Each walk experience can last up to two hours and vary
from easy to strenuous, depending on the terrain.
The success of the program lies
Decades of Volunteer Dedication
in the long term dedication of
these volunteers.
According to
Allen Franz		
17 yrs
Walk Leader David Berman, “I love
Anke Raue		
15 yrs
Russ Richer		
12 yrs
living and walking on the Peninsula.
Liz
Kennedy
		
11 yrs
It is an honor and a privilege to be
John
Nieto		
10 yrs
able to share and teach people about
Karen Wickham
10 yrs
this precious resource.”Through the
Michael Wickham
10 yrs
tireless efforts of these volunteers,
David Berman
9 yrs
they are connecting generations
of visitors to the preserves. “The
Walk leaders have nearly a century of
combined program experience.
participants benefit from the special
interests of each docent,” says Anke
Raue. “Russ Richer has a knack for finding fossils and delighting participants
with “trap door” spider burrows; Karen Wickham can explain the chemical
composition of a fragrance from a flower, and John Nieto has a detailed
understanding of the lifestyle of the local Tongva people.”
Monthly nature walks are held on the second Saturday of each month with
the majority beginning at 9 am. Some walks will start later in the afternoon,
in order to take advantage of low tides or spectacular sunsets. For
upcoming walks please refer to the Calendar on page 8.
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In Honor
Your remembrance and celebration gifts to
PVPLC create a lasting tribute to friends and
loved ones by helping to protect the beauty and
character of the Palos Verdes Peninsula. If you
would like to make a donation in remembrance
or celebration please call Mary Lopes, Donor
Relations, at 310.541.7613 X 206.
We Remember
Bernice Augenbraun
given by Marilyn Montenegro
Tommie L. Barthel given by Heinz H. Barthel
Robert Bernick given by Joan Bernick
Tom Coull given by Betty Coull
Helen Foldger given by Rebecca Dyer
Ann Fraser Hall given by Dick Bara
Stella Frogue given by Sarah and Brian
Reeves, Gloria and Mike Mangano, and
Gina and Richard Fariello
Peter Gardiner given by Bridget Heller
David Goodman given by
Michael and Bernice Green
Shirley Howat given by Anonymous
Vice Admiral Jerome H. King given by
Annette King
Bill Millar given by Rosellen Trunnell
Samantha given by John Elliott
Bob and Mary Ann Simon given by
the Major Family Foundation and
Bob and Julie Pettengill
George Schramm
given by Allan and Gay Schneiderman
In Loving Memory of Giuliano Solari
who Loved the Open Spaces
given by Sharon Solari
Bill Tierney given by John and Ann Chaffey
Patricia P. Terrill given by
Suzanne and Richard Farman
Frank C. Webb given by Patricia Ann Webb
Barbara Visconte Baker
given by Irma and Herbert Remstein

We Celebrate
Deena’s 50th Birthday given by
John Quinn III and Tina Quinn
Happy Birthday Bob Ford given by
Jean and Tom Parsons
On Behalf of PV Bike Hike Kayak
given by Dylan Jones
Birthday Celebration for Sue and Ray Seagar
given by Mary Jane Schwebel
Pete Varend’s Birthday given by Miriam Varend
John Wessel’s past two Birthdays
given by Frankie Gelbwachs
With 17 years experience and a wealth of local knowledge,
Allen Franz, PhD is able to answer a wide variety of questions

Palos Verdes Peninsula Land Conservancy		
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Palos Verdes Peninsula Land Conservancy
PO Box 3427
Palos Verdes Peninsula, CA 90274
310/541-7613

dec 5
JAN 2
Feb 6
Bird Walk
George F Canyon
9AM

PAID

Palos Verdes Pen.
CA 90274
Permit No. 232

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

Meet naturalist Loretta Rose
at the Nature Center. We
supply binoculars.

dec 5
July 4
Feb 6
Hike at
George F Canyon
1PM- 3PM

Join our expert guide for a
lovely hike. $3 per person will
bring you into a wonderful
world of discovery. Please
call 310.547.0862 for more
information.

dec 5
JAN 2
Feb 13

Night Hike
George F Canyon
Time to be arranged
This hike will bring you to
the top of the canyon for
a fantastic view of the city
lights below. Limited to 20
people. Call 310.547.0862 for
reservations.

nov 14
Bluff Cove
1 - 3PM
Descend through coastal
bluff habitat to one of the
most beautiful coves on the
Peninsula with shoreline tide
pools. Learn about local
history and the ambitious
plans of the early Palos Verdes
Project. Moderate. RHE

Fall/Winter Calendar
Join us for these exciting events and volunteer opportunities! Reservations
are recommended for all Volunteer Workdays and they are required for
work-days at the Nursery. For information and reservations, call Jill Wittman
at 310.541.7613 X 201. Directions and information about our nature walks
can be found at www.pvplc.org/naturewalks.
nov 14
Volunteer Workday
Three Sisters Reserve
9AM - 12PM
Help with restoration and
trail maintenance

NOV 17

Adapting to
Wildfires on
the Urban Edge
in Southern
California
7-8:30 PM
Free timely lecture

Terranea Resort
RSVP to 310. 541-7613 or
email: jwittman@pvplc.org

nov 21
Volunteer Workday
Three Sisters Reserve
9AM - 12PM
Restoration and trail
maintenance

dec 5
Nursery
9AM - 12PM
Restore PV blue butterfly
native habitat

dec 12
Portuguese Point to
Abalone Cove Beach
1 - 3PM

This walk recalls the
interesting history of the
area From Neal Armstrong,
Wayfareres Chapel, and
back to the Vanderlip’s and
their first little school on
the beach. Moderate. RPV
historic preserve.
Moderate RHE.

Jan 9, 2010
Eagle’s Nest Portuguese
Bend Reserve
9AM - 11AM
Walk down Burma Road with
interesting geology, a variety
of plant life and spectacular
views. Moderate. RPV

Join the Palos Verdes
Peninsula Land Conservancy
from February 4-18, 2010
for an extraordinary
journey to India
Explore India’s exceptional
wildlife and culture including
six UNESCO World
Heritage Sites
A portion of the trip benefits
the Land Conservancy
For details contact Sharon
Ryan at Uncommon Journey
(310) 540-4304 or
email: travelser@yahoo.com

