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On the Road to Recovery: Restoration Benefits At-Risk Species  
Development, farming activities, cattle grazing, and wild-
fires have gradually reduced the habitat available for na-
tive insect, animal, and bird species on the Peninsula. To 
help assure the survival of our native wildlife, including 
four at-risk species, the Conservancy is moving agres-
sively to retore native habitat in the Peninsula’s preserves, 
with a special focus on areas damaged by recent wildfires.

So, what is a habitat and why is it important to restore?  
Habitat is a natural environment on which native wild-
life thrives.  Habitat restoration returns damaged lands to a 
healthier condition, increasing native plant species needed 
by rare or endangered animal species.  Urbanization, ag-
riculture, wildfires and introduction of non-native plants 
(weeds) all contribute to species loss and endangerment.  
Restored habitats provide food, shelter and nesting areas 
for native species that survive only under certain conditions.

Restoration normally begins with weed control to give na-
tive plants a better chance to establish.  After mowing, hand 
pulling, selective herbicide application, grazing by goats — or 
a wildfire — the land is ready for seeding or planting.  Irri-
gation and on-going weed management allows these seed-
lings to grow large enough to out-compete non-native plants.  
On the Peninsula, four animal species are known to be at-risk: 

• El Segundo blue butterfly: Two populations were discovered re-
cently in the coastal bluffs between Point Vicente and Abalone 
Cove where its larval host-plant coast buckwheat, is being 
restored. 

• Palos Verdes blue butterfly: The PV blue is restricted to open 
coastal sage scrub habitats where its only known larval host-plants 
are ocean locoweed and deerweed.  Thought to be extinct, a small 
population was discovered at the Defense Fuel Supply Depot in 
San Pedro.

• California gnatcatcher: This small, non-migratory songbird inhabits 
coastal sage scrub, where California sagebrush and flat-topped 
buckwheat are their primary forage plants. 

• Cactus wren:  Another small bird that requires cholla cacti or tall 
prickly pear for nesting.  Once widespread on the southern Cali-
fornia coast, they are now found only in small isolated colonies.

Vicente Bluffs Reserve will be part of the new Coastal Trail System

Palos Verdes Peninsula Land Conservancy  Third Quarter, 2010Volume 22, Number 3

Peninsula Joins California Coastal Trail 

OPEN SPACES

On October 28th, the Cali-
fornia Coastal Conservancy 
Board awarded the City of Ran-
cho Palos Verdes and the Land 
Conservancy a $500,000 grant 
to construct a segment of the 
California Coastal Trail link-
ing Palos Verdes Estates to San 
Pedro. The 9-mile trail is part 
of an over-all effort to create 
a 1,200-mile coastal trail from 
Oregon to Mexico. The trail 
is designed to foster appre-
ciation and stewardship of the 
scenic and natural resources 

of the coast. The Conservancy 
will develop the trail sections 
within the Palos Verdes Na-
ture Preserve, and the City will 
implement the portions of the 
project outside of the Preserve.

Continued on page 4

Continued on page 4

El Segundo blue butterfly on a dune buckwheat, this species host plant



A Message from the President

Ken Swenson
President, Board of Directors

Donate to the Conservancy now for a gift that will last more than 
a life-time.  Your support will help:
  •  preserve irreplaceable open space, native habitat and wildlife
  •  educate young people about conservation and stewardship 
  •  enrich the quality of our lives now and for future generations

•   $100 to receive a Exploring the PV Peninsula guidebook
•   $250 to receive the guidebook and travel blanket
•   $1,000 or more to become a Mariposa Circle member and 
     receive the above, plus invitations to events
•   $5,000 or more to become a Legacy Circle member and
     receive the above, plus exclusive invitations and recognition

We value all contributions and offer many giving options.  For more information call Nancy Young at (310) 541-7613 x202 .   Thank  you for your support!

G i v e  a  L a s t i n g  G i f t  -  J o i n  u s  t o d a y !

Over the 22 years that the Land Conservancy has been a part of our community, we have shown that open 
space is much more than just an empty lot spared from development.  It is a natural public resource where 
our community can enjoy educational, leadership, scientific and recreational opportunities amidst a restored 
and thriving environment of locally native habitat and wildlife.  In fact, natural open space lands are integral 
to the health of our community.

With your help, we fulfilled the dream of acquiring the land.  But that was only the beginning.  To assure that 
the public benefits from this open space for generations to come, the Land Conservancy holds voluntary 
easements over most of its 1,600 preserved acres in three Peninsula cities, and we are entrusted with the 
protection of those easements in perpetuity.  This is our primary mission, but we cannot achieve it without 
the continued support and involvement of people like you.

Conservation and management of the open space are also important parts of our vision for these lands.  In fact, with the help of 
nearly 1,700 volunteers last year in the field, in our native plant nursery, at our special events, and in our office, we are working hard 
to restore our open spaces to their native condition ahead of expectations, and to monitor and manage these spaces, so that all of us 
can enjoy today the benefits of this community enhancement.  This important on-going work needs your on-going support.

Our open space is not guaranteed; it comes with an obligation to steward it into the future.  I welcome you to help us continue this 
work and make the most of this wonderful community asset.

Wishing you a very Healthy and Happy New Year!
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Spotlight on Staff 
Danielle LeFer Named Conservation Director Siegrun Storer Appointed Education Associate

Danielle LeFer joined our staff in October 2010 as 
our new Conservation Director. In this position, 
she will oversee the organization’s land restoration 
and stewardship, acquisition, monitoring and re-
porting activities. Danielle has over 10 years of ex-
perience designing and implementing projects with 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, U.S. Forest Service, 
universities, and non-profit organizations. Danielle 
received her Ph.D. in Fisheries and Wildlife Science 
from Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University (Virginia Tech) 
and M.S. in Ecology from San Francisco State University.  She has ex-
tensive research and monitoring experience in grasslands, chaparral, 
riparian forests, oak woodland, streams, marshes, coastal and ocean 
systems and has conducted habitat assessments and wildlife reconnais-
sance surveys.  Danielle says, “We are so fortunate to have this open space 
in such an urbanized area, and I really believe that we can restore and im-
prove this land with the help of all of the people here who care.”  She lives 
in Santa Monica with her husband and nine year-old daughter.

Siegrun Storer joined the Conser-
vancy in September 2010, and assists 
in the development and implementa-
tion of environmental education and 
community programming.  She has 
already led seven field trips with Para 
Los Niños Elementary School for the 
Science Students as Stewards (S3) 
Program.  Siegrun has a B.A. in Envi-
ronmental Science and Policy and is currently working on 
her M.A. in Geography at California State University, Long 
Beach.  Her experience includes: developing and imple-
menting outdoor curriculum at CSULB for high school 
students, volunteering at the Colorado Lagoon since 2008, 
and developing and teaching hands-on curriculum for el-
ementary school groups.  A native of Redondo Beach, Sieg-
run is certified for teaching First Aid, CPR, and Wilderness 
First Aid through the American Red Cross.



OPEN 
SPACES

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Ken Swenson, President           
Bill Ailor, Founder
Bruce Biesman-Simons, Exec. Vice President
Susan McKenna, Secretary 
Marc Crawford, Treasurer
Allen Franz
Henry Jurgens
Elizabeth Kennedy
Mike Kilroy
Jess Morton
Joseph Platnick
Anke Raue
Jack Smith
Bill Swank
Grace Wallace

STAFF

Andrea Vona, Executive Director

Administration
Hazel Martinez, Office Administrator
Jill Wittman, Administrative Assistant

Land Stewardship

Danielle LeFer, Conservation Director
Ann Dalkey, Science Coordinator
Cris Sarabia, Stewardship Manager                
Adrienne Bosler, Stewardship Associate
Humberto Calderon, Stewardship Technician              
Daniel Feldman, Stewardship Technician
Damian Morando, Stewardship Technician
Hugo Moralez, Stewardship Technician
Nely Gonzalez, Nursery Technician

Development
Nancy Young, Development Director
Louise Olfarnes, Communications Manager     
Mary Lopes, Donor Relations

Education Program

Kristina Ellis, Education Director
John Nieto, Education Manager 
Siegrun Storer, Education Associate                

George F Canyon Nature Center

Loretta Rose, Manager/Naturalist
Laurie Morgan,  Assistant Naturalist

White Point Nature Education Center
Roxanne Roberts, Naturalist
Jessy Melowicz, Naturalist 

Preserving land and restoring habitat for 
the enjoyment and education of all
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Siegrun Storer Appointed Education Associate

PALOS VERDES PENINSULA 
LAND CONSERVANCY

P.O. Box 3427
Palos Verdes Peninsula, CA 90274

Tel: (310)541‑7613  Fax: (310)541‑7623
Email: info@pvplc.org  

Website: www.pvplc.org

Supporter Profile:  Becky Cool
Legacy Circle member Becky Cool’s commitment to the Land 
Conservancy and its work is as remarkable as her sparkling eyes 
and smile. She is a longtime supporter who also volunteers her 
time as a member of the fundraising committee.  Becky’s initial at-
traction to the Conservancy came when in 2005 she discovered 
she could support the preservation of open space while dedicat-
ing a little piece to her beloved husband, Tays Cool.  Her gift to 
honor him in 2009 was a breathtaking lookout at Forrestal Na-
ture Preserve which is  wheelchair-accessible — a special feature 
which separates “Cool Overlook” from others.  The site is testa-
ment to their mutual love of the spectacular Peninsula landscape. 

Becky loves the idea of leaving a legacy for future generations.  Her dedication and commitment 
to the Conservancy resulted in her naming the organization as a beneficiary on her retirement 
plans.  “What I saw in the Land Conservancy was a greater need than my heirs,” she says.  Becky 
strongly encourages others to include the Conservancy in their retirement plans. “I’m not us-
ing these funds, and in my tax bracket 50% of these funds would just go out the door. To a charity 
with such great purpose, the benefit is 100%.  It’s a smart move to make, if you are able to do it.”

Planned Giving:  A Gift to Future Generations Today
A planned gift offers the opportunity to 
make a more substantial contribution than 
would be possible during one’s lifetime. If 
you have a retirement account, real estate, 
or other assets appreciated over time, it may 
be designated as a planned gift to maximize 
tax benefits or guaranteed income.  Dona-
tions to charitable organizations like the 
Land Conservancy are not subject to gift or 
estate taxes.  

Bequests are one of the most common 
types of planned gifts. You can specify it as:  
a) specific dollar amount; b) percentage or 

residue of the estate, or c) specific asset such 
as real estate or securities.Charitable remain-
der trusts provide life income and an income 
tax deduction may be taken for the current 
value of the “remainder interest.” Transferred 
assets do not incur capital gains taxes when 
sold. If you have already made the Conser-
vancy a beneficiary of your estate plans or are 
thinking about it, please contact us so we can 
ensure your wishes are carried out.  All infor-
mation is kept confidential.  To discuss your 
options, please contact Nancy Young at (310) 
541-7613, Ext 202, or nyoung@pvplc.org.  

Two New Ways to 
Support the Conservancy

More than 
92,000 non- 

profits and schools, including the Conser-
vancy, are now participating in this program, 
which is based on a search engine with a 
unique social mission.  Powered by Yahoo!,  
you get great search results, and shopping is 
exactly the same as going directly to a re-
tailer’s website.  Download the GoodSearch 
toolbar at http://www.goodsearch.com/
toolbar, select Palos Verdes Peninsula Land 
Conservancy as beneficiary, and a donation is 
made every time you search.  You won’t need 
to think about it again!

Ralph’s Rewards Program  
Support the Conservancy   
every time you shop at 
Ralph’s with your rewards card.   To register 
go to: http://www.ralphs.com/myralphs.

OUR WEBSITE 
GETS AN 
UPGRADE!  

The Conservancy 
will unveil a new 
look for our 
website in 2011.  
Stay tuned for this
exciting new 
development!



Restoration continued from page 1

Discussing Upper Filiorum Trails
Hesse Park Community Center was the 
site of two public workshops in fall 2010 
hosted by the Conservancy, City of Ran-
cho Palos Verdes, and the National Park 
Service (NPS) to discuss trail system 
within the newly-acquired Upper Filio-
rum Reserve. Thanks to a Rivers, Trails, 
and Conservation Assistance Program 
Grant, an NPS consultant facilitated the 
workshops which allowed community 
members to express their opinions on 
which trails should be kept or eliminated 
in order to fulfill Conservancy’s mission 
of preserving protected species while 
promoting public access into the reserve. Comprised of hikers, mountain 
bikers, and local residents, community participants provided public com-
ments that Conservancy and City staff is currently drawing from to draft the 
final trails plan for submission to City Council for approval later this year. 

Intern Sees Career Benefits
Nicole Lim, now in her sec-
ond year at UC Berkeley, is 
one of the many high school 
students who moved on to 
university studies after vol-
unteering with the Conser-
vancy as a research intern.  
She reports that her re-
search on the microclimate 
of the California bush sunflower (Encelia californica) 
during the 2008-09 academic year helped her ob-
tain an internship at Bayer Pharmaceuticals.  Nicole 
thanked us for the opportunities that have come 
her way as a result of her participation in our re-
search and that helped shape her career and work 
ethic.  “My research experience with the Conservancy 
sparked an interest in the natural sciences and a desire 
to do research,” says Nicole.

The Portuguese Bend fire burned over 160 acres of 
habitat for the gnatcatcher and cactus wren, and we 
are currently seeding 9.5 acres of coastal sage scrub in 
the fire area and preparing another 15 acres for seed-
ing and planting in the coming years.  Our restoration 
efforts at the Linden H. Chandler Preserve have en-
abled the PV blue butterfly to be reintroduced at that 
site, increasing its chances of survival in the long term.

In summary, our 
habitat restoration 
efforts will return 
our open space ar-
eas to their origi-
nal state. Once es-
tablished, restored 
habitats are resistant 
to disturbance (in-
cluding long periods 
without rain) and can 
be sustained over time.  By restoring habitat for all these 
and many other species, the Conservancy is helping to 
ensure plant and animal diversity and to maintain impor-
tant ecosystem processes on the Palos Verdes Peninsula.

Cactus Wren             Photo: J. Morton

The trail will extend 
the entire length of the 
City’s coastline, and as 
close to the ocean as 
possible, with the over-
all goal of creating con-
nections to the beach-
es and Palos Verdes 
Nature Preserve. It 
will be identified with 
California Coastal 
Trail decals and sig-
nage. The Coastal Trail will run within parts of the Palos Verdes 
Nature Preserve, including Fishing Access, Abalone Cove, and 
Oceanfront Estates. The Coastal Trail will also run through private 
properties, such as Terranea Resort and Trump National Golf Club.

“The Conservancy is very excited to collaborate with the City of RPV and 
the Coastal Conservancy on the Coastal Trail, which will be such an as-
set to the community” says Conservation Director Danielle LeFer.   
Trail development will include creation of pedestrian crossings and 
approximately three miles of new trails, enhancement of unim-
proved trails in the Preserve, and construction of a 10-15 car park-
ing area in the “Gateway Park” portion of Portuguese Bend. The 
project is expected to take approximately 18 months to complete.
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From mid-February to mid-March, 400 goats will be grazing on a portion of the Portuguese 
Bend Reserve as part of a 12-acre weeding, planting and seeding project for the Conservancy.  
Located between Peacock Flats and Burma Road trails, the area will be surrounded by an elec-
tric fence and the goats guarded by a herder and herding dogs at all times.  The trails will remain 
open throughout the project.  We encourage you to visit the area to witness this Earth-friendly 
method of habitat restoration, but please keep dogs on leash and avoid touching or feeding the 
goats.  For your safety, please avoid the electric fence.      

Goat Grazers Go to Work

Coastal trail continued from page 1

 California Coastal Access Trail
in Rancho Palos Verdes



Sempra and The Gas Company are the newest supporters of the Conservancy’s Education 
and Volunteer programs.  Andrea Vona and Nancy Young (pictured left with Marcella Low,  
Sempra’s Public Affiars Manager, South Bay) accepted a check at a special Sempra Foundation 
“Environmental Heroes Luncheon” in November 2010.  

In October, the Kenneth T. & Eileen L. Norris Foundation awarded the Conservancy with 
a grant for $10,000 to support the Third Grade Naturalist Program.  The Conservancy is 
grateful to the Norris Foundation for their steadfast support of the program since 1998.  
This year, as we reach our 25,000th student through the schools program, we owe a big 
THANK YOU to funders like the Norris Foundation for their belief in the value of teaching 
our children to care for land and nature.

Scouts bring enthusiasm, leadership skills and youthful energy to volunteer projects on the 
Preserves.  Recently, Peninsula HS sophomore Alan Williams organized a 15-member team to 
successfully complete his Eagle Scout project, which involved building a post and rope fence for 
the entry walk at the White Point Nature Preserve and installing over 20 plants on the western 
part of the Preserve (pictured left).  Other successful Scout projects in recent years include:

•  Michael Dumas designed and built four large tables for the Native Plant Nursery
•  Sam Croft removed wire fencing and installed a post and rope fence at Forrestal Reserve
•  Spencer Hall built and installed a circular bench, repaired a fence, decks, and filled                                  

   in holes on the trails at George F Canyon Nature Center
•  Michael Hsiung planted native species, cleared and repaired horse trails at George F Canyon Nature Center
•  Sean Hora constructed, painted and installed hummingbird feeding stations and interpretive signage
   at George F Canyon Nature Center
•  Jonathan Kim built a section of post-and-rope fencing at Three Sisters Reserve
•  Ryland Miller built a footbridge with handrail across a drainage area on the Abalone Cove Trail
•  Sean Moran removed weeds and installed borders and steps leading out of the George F Canyon
   Nature Center
•  Clay Paullin removed non-native plants and replanted habitat for endangered PV blue butterfly
   at George F Canyon
•  Bree Swenson created explorer packs to lead families on fun hikes through White Point Nature
   Preserve
•  Danielle Swenson (pictured right) designed and constructed a wood and stone kiosk at the entry to 
   Portuguese Bend
•  David Wang painted trailhead kiosks, cleared overgrowth and replaced a damaged bench at George F Canyon Nature Center

Boy and Girl Scouts Build Goodwill and More
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Conservancy’s School Program Goes to Zimbabwe

Coastal trail continued from page 1

Yes, Africa! This summer, Education Director Kristina Ellis went to Zimbabwe 
on a special project to share the Science Students as Stewards (S3) program.  
Reaching nearly 800 students and training 32 teachers, the trip was planned 
and funded by the Ibrahim El-Hefni Technical Training Foundation with the 
goal of taking the S3 curriculum and teaching supplies to five rural schools. 

After completion of the program this summer, one rural school teacher, 
Sue Goatley, commented that the 25 Mpindo children in the class not only 
missed the Conservancy teachers and remembered everything they learned, 
but they discovered a new career.  Of the 25 children interviewed for the 
Secondary School Scholarship Programme, over a third answered:  “I want 
to be a Scientist,” when asked what they wanted to do when they leave 
school.  The average answer has always been:  teacher, policeman or nurse.

Conservancy Awarded Grants as “Environmental Heroes” and Educators



Volunteers Recognized at Yearly Picnic
The Conservancy thanked volunteers for their dedication and sup-
port over the past year with a picnic celebration at the White Point 
Nature Education Center.  Volunteers David Quadhammer and Mary 
Ellen Richardson received the Conservancy’s highest annual honor, 
the President’s Award, among a long list of other distinguished honor-
ees.  The event featured lunch, games and recognition awards.  An en-
semble from the Peninsula High School Marching Band entertained 
guests, while special treats were provided by The Ice Cream Man, a vol-
unteer group delivering donations of Ben & Jerry’s ice cream.  Mem-
bers of the volunteer group HUGS worked as volunteers at the event.  

The new Deena Sheridan Nature Education Award was also announced 
at the picnic.  The award was created to honor in memorium Deena’s long 
time dedication to nature education.  Deena founded, architected and led 
the Conservancy’s Third Grade Nature Education Program that contin-
ues to enhance the lives of thousands of students each year.  Her husband 
John Spielman accepted the award in her honor.  The award is given to in-
dividuals who have done exceptional work in the field of nature education. 

Pictured in the photo are Outstanding Volunteer award winners 
(from L to R):  David Berman, Dr. Rasoul Sharifi, David Quadham-
mer, Don Richardson, Evi Meyer, Mary Ellen Richardson and Pamela 
Piller (for Ted Vegvari of PVontheNET). 
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Alcoa Volunteers Help Restore Habitat
At White Point Nature Preserve
On October 16th, 95 Alcoa employees, friends and family members volunteered at White Point 
Nature Preserve in honor of the company’s month of service. Volunteers removed invasive plants 
and many pounds of invasive European milk snails, as well as installed native plants in the demon-
stration garden, enjoyed a bird walk and explored the exhibits in the Nature Education Center. 
Alcoa’s dedication to helping the Conservancy improve habitat and public open space will leave a 
lasting impression on the White Point Nature Preserve.  Alcoa also awarded the Conservancy with 
a $3,000 ACTION grant this year for our volunteer program.

Autumn Landscape Inspires
Family Art Program
More than ten families joined the Family Nature and Art Walk at Terranea 
on October 16th.  Participants observed shadows and shades of color in 
the landscape while playing Leaf Bingo and enjoying a guided nature walk 
along Discovery Trail.  This was followed with a lesson on the use of water-
color to paint impressionist landscapes by Art to Grow On., Inc  

A special thanks to Event Coordinator Marissa Edwards at Terranea and 
her staff for hosting the event and refreshments.  The next Family Art and 
Nature Walk will be on Saturday, January 29th at Terranea Resort. 

Volunteers Respond to National Public Lands Day
National Public Lands Day on September 25th attracted 167 volunteers at Alta Vicente Reserve.  
Sponsored by Toyota and REI, Inc., energetic volunteers included  Toyota employees, Marymount 
College students and Boy Scouts. Teams of “weed warriors” split up to remove patches of in-
vasive ice plant, acacia, mustard, tocalote and bristly ox-tongue to make way for native habitat 
restoration.  Check out the video on YouTube by searching for “PVPLC Public Lands”. 



Your celebration and remembrance gifts create a 
lasting tribute to friendsand loved ones by helping 
to protect the beauty and character of the Palos 
Verdes Peninsula.  If you would like to make a do-
nation in remembrance or celebration please call 
Mary Lopes, Donor Relations, at (310) 541-7613 
x206. 

Celebrating
Barbara & George Gleghorn given by 
Stevie Beitscher
Dorothea Alpert given by David and Carolyn Yu
Mark Natalie and Saskia Whitson given by John and 
Linda Whitson
Kelli, Alex and Len Wong Family given by
Norm and Linda Nelson
Kiersten Darrow given by John Darrow
Patricia and George Ackerman given by George 
and Louise Ackerman, Jr.
The wedding of Fran Dennis and George Denny 
given by Jim and Jackie Showalter

Remembering
Charles Raphael given by Jo Ann Michetti
Deena Sheridan given by  Rob and Katherine 
Hinsch, Ruth and Roger MacFarlane, Judy Smith, 
Doug and Jan Van Riper,Teresa and Bill Walsh
David and Debbie DiBiase, Judy Smith, Gerard and 
Mary Melling,  and Day Surgery Recovery Room 
Staff at Torrance Memorial Hospital
Evelyn Palmquist given by John and Joy Fisher
Herbert J. Remstein given by Irma Remstein
Jim Joyce given by Barry and Ann Dalkey, 
and Eileen Joyce
John and Helen Ireland given by Vicki and 
Werner Leo
John S. Hicks given by Virginia Hicks
Joy Major given by Betty Strauss, Barry and 
Ann Dalkey, Bridget Heller and Thelma Tyler
Keith Jones given by Rolling Hills Riviera 
Homeowners Association
Lillian Urquhart given by Michael and Bernice 
Green
Lois Knight LaRue given by Dick Bara and Judith 
Webb
Paul Conrad given by George and 
Barbara Gleghorn
Rita Donegan Fariello given by Gloria Mangano
Ron Citrenbaum given by Elaine and Bernie 
Mendes
Russ Urban given by Don and Mary Ellen 
Richardson, Jo and William Woods, Ken Swenson 
and Eva Cicoria
Shirley Bender given by Patricia and 
William Gardner
Todd and Brent Gwizdala given by Donald and 
Patricia Lange
Vice Adm. Jerry King given by Annette King
Vilmar Varend given by Peter and Miriam Varend
William Steinberg given by Janet Steinberg

In Honor

In Memory of Russ Urban
The Conservancy lost a friend and Third Grade Education Program 
docent on November 21st.  Russ introduced hundreds of children to 
the wonders of nature as an educator and volunteer.  His talent, warmth, 
and dedication will be greatly missed by all.

The Portuguese Bend Artist Colony was honored at a reception in Oc-
tober at the beautiful home of fundraising committee members David & 
Ann Buxton.  The seven artists of the Colony received our Conservation 
Partner Award for their outstanding commitment to community aware-
ness and support of the Conservancy.  This special honor was presented 
to artists Kevin Prince, Daniel Pinkham, Vicki Pinkham, Thomas Redfield, 
Stephen Mirich,  Amy Sidrane and Richard Humphrey, pictured above with 
Mike Gin, Field Deputy for LA Supervisor Don Knabe and RPV City Coun-
cilmen Brian Campbell and Anthony Misetich.

The artists have partnered with the Conservancy over the past twelve 
years to hold the highly successful Fine Art Exhibition and Sale.  Since its 
inception in 1997, the collaboration has continued to grow in popular-
ity, attracting approximately 1,000 attendees each year.  A portion of the 
proceeds from the sale of the exclusive collections of paintings benefited 
the Conservancy.  

The artists also received certificates of appreciation from Los Angeles 
County Supervisor Don Kanbe and the City of Rancho Palos Verdes for 
their commitment to natural open spaces on the Peninsula. Thank you to 
George and Barbara Gleghorn, Becky Cool, and members of the Conser-
vancy’s Board of Directors for helping to make this event possible.

Photo: M.J. Schoenheider
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Portuguese Bend Artist Colony Receives 
Conservation Partner Award

Autumn Landscape Inspires
Family Art Program

Equinox Workout Supports Conservancy
Braving unusually high temperatures 
on November 3rd, 25 community 
members joined Equinox Fitness 
and the Land Conservancy for a 
workout on the Portuguese Bend 
Reserve.  After stretching and taking 
a high energy hike, participants were 
treated to complimentary shoulder 
massages and gift coupons courtesy 
of Equinox Spa.  Look out for the 
next workout with Equinox!  



Join us for these exciting events and volunteer opportunities! Reservations 
are recommended for all  Volunteer Workdays and are required for workdays 

at the Nursery.  For information and reservations, call Jill Wittman at                   
(310) 541-7613 x201. Directions and information can be found at www.pvplc.org

Winter 
Calendar

Save the date 

2011 Festival Benefiting the
 PVP Land Conservancy

Special Pricing and Preview for 
Conservancy members!

Visit www.pvplc.org/events for more 
information and discounted tickets

Volunteer Outdoor Workday Sponsors

Palos Verdes Peninsula Land Conservancy
PO Box 3427
Palos Verdes Peninsula, CA  90274
T: (310)541-7613 E: info@pvplc.org 
www.pvplc.org

NONPROFIT ORG.
U.S. POSTAGE

PAID
Palos Verdes Pen.

CA  90274
Permit No. 232

or current resident

JAN 22                        
9AM - 12PM  

Volunteer Workday
Three Sisters Reserve                    

Contribute to grasslands 
restoration by fighting weeds.

JAN 29                       
10AM - 12PM                   

Children’s Winter 
Impressions Nature 

Walk & Art Workshop         
Terranea Resort             

Reservations required,
 call (310) 541-7613.

JAN 29                       
9AM - 12PM  

Volunteer Workday
Nursery                   

Install native plants for PV 
blue butterfly habitat.

FEB 5                     
9AM - 12PM   

 Team Leader Workshop
Nursery             

 Contact: abosler@pvplc.org 
to get involved!

Feb 5 & mar 5    
9AM

Bird Walk              
George F Canyon      

Meet naturalist Loretta Rose.  
We supply binoculars.

 Feb 5 & mar 5      
1PM-3PM                      

Canyon Hike 
George F Canyon                                           

Join our expert guide. $3 
per person Please call 
310.547.0862 for more 

information. 

FEB 12                      
9AM - 12PM   

Volunteer Workday 
Portuguese Bend Reserve                    

Help fight the weed 
invasion.

FEB 12                        
4 PM - 6PM                  

Nature Walk           
Bluff Cove

This wide open cove offers 
shoreline hiking down 
to a rocky beach and 

magnificent tide pools; a 
popular spot for surfers.  

Moderate. PVE

FEB 12                     
9AM - 12PM   

 Trail Crew Training 
Trail Assessment
Forrestal Reserve             

 Contact: abosler@pvplc.org 

feb 18                      
Time to be arranged          

Night Hike                    
George F Canyon                                  

This hike will bring you 
to the top of the canyon 

for a fantastic view of 
the city lights below. 

Limited to 20 people. Call 
310.547.0862 for time 

and reservations. 

FEB 19
9AM - 12PM        

Volunteer Workday
Alta Vicente  

Combat weeds at 
restoration site.

FEB 26
9AM - 12PM        

Volunteer Workday
Three Sisters  

Help continue restoration 
by planting natives.


