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Post-Fire Recovery at Portuguese Bend Reserve an Ongoing Effort
When 165-acres in Portuguese Bend
were consumed in the wildﬁres of August 2009, the Conservancy found itself
in the difﬁcult position of needing to restore the burn area quickly to prevent
soil erosion and to assist in the ﬁre and
landslide safety of the area. Restoring
burn areas involves strategies similar to
conservation and habitat restoration,
namely removing unwanted weeds in
the burn areas (here, mostly mustard
and fennel), re-seeding with locally-collected native plants species, and monitoring for growth. With funds from
the 2009 Acquisition and Restoration
Campaign, the Conservancy was able
to immediately address erosion, weed
management (i.e. removing invasive acacia re-growth) and seeding with coastal
sage scrub species in the Peacock Flats
area using dedicated volunteers and
our restoration technicians. The restoration process also included repairing
ﬁre-damaged trails and signage.

coastal habitat vital for the native
California gnatcatcher (Polioptila californica californica) and coastal cactus
wren (Campylorhynchus brunneicapillus). The Conservancy initiated a survey for gnatcatcher and cactus wren
in the spring of 2010, and a second
survey is planned for this spring 2011,
to see how the birds have responded
since the ﬁre.
Recently, the Conservancy has begun restoring another 15 acres in
the Peacock Flats area. The ﬁrst step in this
restoration is to remove all of the weeds in
the area using our restoration technicians,
volunteers and goats to initially control the
weeds at this site. Volunteers removed an
entire acre of invasive fennel during two
outdoor work days in December 2010 and
January 2011.
In March, 340 goat grazers began their hungry work to assist with the important job
of reducing weed growth in a sustainable
Earth- and animal-friendly way. Coming
in mid-2011, a state Habitat Conservation
Fund grant will fund trail and signage improvements and associated habitat restoration work in Portuguese Bend.

In spring 2010, the Conservancy began restoration on 9.5 acres near the
Ishibashi and Grapevine Trails. Work
was completed in November 2010 after seeding the area with coastal sage
scrub seeds, using funds
allocated from the Cali2010-11 PORTUGUESE BEND RESERVE
fornia Department of
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Peninsula Wildﬁre Stimulates
Invertebrate Study
by Emile Fiesler
The Palos Verdes Nature Preserve is a natural island surrounded by a sea of urbanization, and an important refuge for many
species. Some aspects of the Peninsulas’
biodiversity have been fairly well studied,
such as its bird species. Other aspects,
particularly the biodiversity of invertebrates are little known even though more
than 95% of the global animal biodiversity
consists of invertebrates – i.e. animals
without backbones, such as insects, spiders, crustaceans and snails. Invertebrates
provide many beneﬁcial services including
plant pollination, seed dispersal, pest control, nutrient addition, decomposition of
organic matter, and nutrient cycling.
During recent explorations, my curiosity
about the invertebrate populations on the
Continued on page 4
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A MESSAGE FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
After several successful land acquisitions that preserved 1600 acres on the Peninsula, we are
often asked, “Is land preservation alone enough?” To this we answer with a resounding “No.” In
many ways, now is when our work begins. One rarely considers that protecting open space
land from development is really just a starting point. A land trust must remain persistent and
responsive to future challenges or threats to that open space. To that end, land trusts must
retain staff with the appropriate skills to uphold conservation easements.
A conservation easement is a voluntary agreement between a landowner and a qualiﬁed organization such as the Conservancy, which restricts development while enabling the landowner
to retain use of and title to a property. These agreements are tied directly to the land in perpetuity, meaning they remain effective forever, even if a property changes hands. We recognize
the need to ensure the future of this powerful and cost-effective land conservation tool. We
must retain our capacity to monitor easements and defend possible challenges that may arise.
We must also care for our open spaces. Often, acquired properties have been neglected and
degraded through time from past uses such as agriculture or military purposes, and exotic
species have been planted and allowed to take hold. Land stewardship and management is required to restore habitat and healthy ecosystems which in turn helps existing wildlife ﬂourish.
The Conservancy’s work toward preserving, restoring and connecting people to nature on the
Palos Verdes Peninsula provides enormous beneﬁts to our community and beyond. We believe
that open space contributes to healthy communities and provides learning and recreation
opportunities with potential to inspire the next generation of land stewards. But no organization can do this alone.Your continued support gives the Conservancy the strength and power
to be an effective community partner, a resource for learning about and enjoying nature, and
an advocate for the value of open space, which is at the heart of our success as a land trust.
Thank you.

Andrea Vona
Executive Director
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Goat Grazers Get
Global Media Coverage
The Conservancy basked in the
global limelight recently when FireGrazers, Inc. came to town. As part
of our wildﬁre restoration project,
340 hungry goats consuming unwanted vegetation at Portuguese
Bend caught the attention of the
local, regional and international media! Here is the news round-up:
BBC Radio 5 (UK), RPV-TV (CH33/38),
NBC TV (Channel 2), Fox Television
(Channel 11), The Los Angeles Times
and The Daily Breeze.

LANDS

In February 2011, the Conservancy launched its redesigned website to open a new chapter in our communications. From interactive GIS maps and trail information, to detailed updates, activities and donor
stories, this website has it all. One click on the Home page map leads viewers directly to detailed access
and parking information for each preserve, as well as trail maps and even a “best hikes” section. The new
website is visually inviting and up-to-date in its functionality and design.
The Conservancy owes a great debt of gratitude to local web expert Ted Vegvari and PVontheNet, who
graciously hosted the PVPLC’s ﬁrst website as a pro bono service. Ted was awarded the Conservancy’s
Outstanding Volunteer Award last October at its annual Volunteer Picnic. “Thank you” to Ted and his whole
crew for providing a web-based home for the Conservancy for the last 16 years!

To test-drive the new website go to WWW.PVPLC.ORG and give us your feedback to win one of ﬁve PVPLC
lined travel blankets. Reviewers must be contributing members and feedback must be submitted by May 30, 2011.
Winners will be announced in the next issue of OPEN SPACES. Good luck!

Give a Lasting Gift - Join us today!
Donate to the Conservancy now for a gift that will last more than
a life-time. Your support will help:

• $100 to receive a Exploring the PV Peninsula Tour book
• $250 to receive the tour book and travel blanket
• $1,000 or more to become a Mariposa Circle member and
• preserve irreplaceable open space, native habitat and wildlife
receive the above, plus invitations to events
• educate young people about conservation and stewardship
• $5,000 or more to become a Legacy Circle member and
• enrich the quality of our lives now and for future generations
receive the above, plus exclusive invitations and recognition
We value all contributions and offer many giving options. Contact Nancy Young at (310) 541-7613 x202 or email: nyoung@pvplc.org
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OPEN L andscaping for F ire Safety
August 2009 wildfire that burned 165 acres in the Portuguese Bend Reserve was a keen reSPACES The
minder that working and living safely near a fire-prone area requires a community effort. It is vitally
Preserving land and restoring habitat for
the enjoyment and education of all

important that neighbors learn to prepare for fire by taking steps and teaching others how to create a fire-safe landscape that can protect property, lives and our adjacent wild open spaces. Fire is a
natural part of our ecosystem, but we don’t have to fall victim to it.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

In December 2010, Conservancy Stewardship Manager Cris Sarabia attended a special symposium
on the Station Fire post-fire restoration and recovery conducted by the Los Angeles and San Gabriel Rivers Watershed Council. The symposium emphasized that fire preparation on residential
properties might include measures such as replacing flammable roofs, removing tall grasses, and
thinning out groupings of shrubs and trees by trimming horizontally between plants and also vertically to stop the transmission of fire. In areas such as ours, it is important to avoid removing all
plants, since root systems help to hold soil and prevent erosion and landslides in the rainy season.
The best time to trim is in late spring when plants begin to dry out and become highly flammable.
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The selection of landscaping plants is also very important. Good choices are plants that store water
in leaves and stems, have deep roots to hold soil on slopes, produce limited dead and fine material,
and are drought tolerant. Some plants recommended by bewaterwise.com are the attractive monkeyflower, ceanothus, and California poppy. Proper irrigation and maintenance keeps plants healthy
and looking great with high moisture levels.
Cris reminds us, “Some common backyard plants and
trees are not ideal for fire-safe landscaping because they
are highly flammable with lots of dead material, have
volatile and flammable oils or resin, or they are invasive. Examples of these plants include palms, eucalyptus,
pampas grass, iceplant, arundo, and acacias.”
In some communities, laws require property owners
to cut back trees and brush annually to reduce fire
hazards. Check with your local fire department to
Member Betty Strauss’ native plant garden
learn about any restrictions affecting your property.
For more information on fire safety, safe landscapes and invasive plants go to: ucanr.org/safelandscapes,
cal-ipc.org, plantright.org, and www.fire.lacounty.gov/SafetyPreparedness/ReadySetGo/home.asp2011.

2011 Edge of LA Wine Festival Benefits ConserJoin us for the 2nd Annual
Edge of LA International Wine
Festival on Saturday, April
30th from 2:00 – 5:30 PM at
Michael’s Tuscany Room in San
Pedro hosted by Off the Vine.
The festival features tastings
from some of the world’s finest wineries, fabulous hors
d’oeuvres, commemorative wine
glasses, exciting
silent auction with wine tours, artwork and
much more. Conservancy members receive
discounted tickets plus entry to a special halfhour Member Preview from 2:00 - 2:30 pm.

A Special Opportunity Drawing will be
held to win a Terranea Resort Vacation in
a 3-BR oceanview villa with golf foursome
and $100 gift card (worth $3,000). Winner will be announced at the Wine Festival
but need not be present. For Festival and
drawing tickets, please go to www.pvplc.
org

or call (310) 541-7613.
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Palos Verdes Peninsula, particularly in the location of the August
2009 wildﬁre, led to some interesting ﬁnds. Surprisingly, a number
of ﬂightless invertebrates in the burned area appeared to have survived the disaster. Among those were:
• several native pseudo-scorpions, small harmless arachnids resembling scorpions without a tail;
• a primitive millipede (Polyxenus anacapensis) with barbed bristles
unlike those of a typical millipede, which it can dislodge to entangle
and even incapacitate its enemies; and
• a female pink webspinner, so named because it spins a silk-like
material from its forelegs and uses it to line its burrow. These little-known creatures are not closely related to any of our typical insects, and they have their own small taxonomic order: Embiidina.
Other treasures discovered in the Preserve include the tarantula,
ﬁreﬂy, cactus ﬂy, 290-legged soil centipede, burrowing scorpion,
and multicolored centipede. With these ﬁndings, even on a
smaller scale, we are reminded of the importance of open space
preservation and habitat restoration on our ecosystems.
Tracking the biodiversity of invertebrates for monitoring purposes
– e.g. tracking habitat restoration success, ecosystem health, and
changes to the environment such as that caused by wildﬁres – can
yield more precise and faster results, as compared to studies of
vertebrates. This is due to the large biodiversity, omnipresence,
faster lifecycles, and relatively limited mobility of invertebrates.

Burrowing Scorpion

290-legged Centipede

Multicolored Centipede
Photos: Emile Fiesler

It is well-understood that the larger the biodiversity of an ecosystem, the better it can withstand environmental stress and the
more productive it is. Finding a large biodiversity of invertebrates
on the Peninsula is an indicator of the health of this environment.
Like endangered species and other species of concern, it is important to identify them, as well as study and protect their habitats to
make sure we don’t lose them forever.
[Emile Fiesler is a local scientist and President of BioVeyda, Biological
Surveys & Inventories]

Vol unteer Ku r t L o h e i t W i n s N a t i o n a l Tr a i l s Aw a rd
Kurt Loheit, a passionate outdoorsman
and Conservancy volunteer, has been instrumental in inspiring others by passing
down his knowledge though volunteer
programs. His lifetime achievements were
recently recognized by the American Trails
Organization.
In 2008, Kurt helped to launch the Conservancy’s Trail Skills program, a 50-hour
training course spanning several months
that certiﬁes volunteer trail-crew members’ ability to remedy trail issues. The
program starts off in the classroom, where Kurt discusses anything
and everything about trails. Several gatherings follow throughout
the year at various preserves where volunteers get their hands dirty
repairing actual trails. The volunteers take a ﬁnal test to become
certiﬁed Trail Crew members, who can then organize and lead their
own trail repair projects. In addition to teaching trail-building skills,
Kurt helps lead volunteer events such as the annual National Trails
Day. He has also helped train our Team Leaders volunteer group
and regularly oversees trail-based Eagle Scout projects.
We are pleased that in 2010, the American Trails Organization honored Kurt with its Lifetime Achievement Award for his role leading

trail programs and contributing to the design, construction and
maintenance of a network of sustainable trail systems. We are
indebted to him for all that he does to bring the community
to the preserves through trail work. His efforts have helped
to raise awareness of and increase passion for the Peninsula’s
open space. Congratulations, Kurt!

California Legislature Establishes
Native Plant Week
The CA State Assembly approved
legislation establishing an annual California Native Plant Week April 17-23,
2011. This measure proclaims the third week of April each
year as California Native Plant Week and encourages community groups, schools, and citizens to undertake appropriate
activities to promote the conservation, restoration, and appreciation of California’s native plants. The resolution states,
”Over 6,000 native plants species, subspecies and varieties,
of which over 2,150 exist only in California, make California
home to more diverse plant life than all other states combined…” The initiative recognizes that California has consistently supported efforts to protect natural landscapes threatened by over 1,000 non-native plant species that degrade soil,
facilitate erosion, and fuel wildﬁres.
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Education Program’s Impact Revealed in Test Scores and More
The Conservancy has been providing hands-on science experiences to K-6 students at the Para Los Niños Charter Elementary School in inner-city Los Angeles since 2009. Our Science
Students as Stewards (S3) Program allows students to explore
the natural world as real scientists during three visits to the preserves each school year.
As “scientists,” S3 students are given a question or “mystery” for
scientific investigation,
and introduced to real
tools such as magnifying glasses, binoculars,
rulers or compasses to
enable them to observe
the surrounding environment. For example,
they are introduced to
Students with their playdough peninsulas
orienteering and hiking,
asked to plant native plants into a demonstration garden with the
staff biologists, or helped to create small-scale “peninsulas” using
layers of colored playdough to understand the story of geologic
land formation.
To evaluate the program, we regularly collect comments and sug-

gestions from participating teachers and students to see if our
school education programs are having the desired impact on the
students. Responses such as the following indicate positive outcomes:
• Celeste Ruano, a 5th grade science teacher comments: “I have
seen true gains in the area of science due to these field trips. Our
students’ CA Standardized tests (CST) test scores rose this past year,
and I truly feel it was due to the hands on experience that these trips
provided.”
• A 4th grade teacher observed, “Students were able to make immediate connections with science concepts. These field trips provided
students with first hand experiences that allowed them to understand
the information and the concepts that they are required to learn. Especially with 5th graders, these first hand experiences helped them to
make all of the science content that they are required to memorize for
the CST more comprehensible and real.”
• A 4th grade student wrote, “I learned how good it feels helping
the earth by planting plants.” Another explained, “Some birds live in
cactus because the thorns on the cactus are good for protection.”
We are continually working to improve our educational programs and are pleased that the program is having an impact on
the students that lasts beyond the field trip.

New Volunteer Opportunities at Nature Centers
Would you love to nurture indigenous gardens, meet new people and
explore trails with expansive views of the Pacific Ocean, Catalina Island or the Los Angeles Basin, while helping to improve habitat for
local native plants and animals? If so, the Conservancy needs you to
help us form two new important volunteer community teams for our
Nature Education Centers at White Point and George F Canyon.
These teams are a chance for community members to regularly contribute to the vitality of the
two nature centers and preserves by participating in projects that maintain the demonstration
gardens and trails, assist staff with special events and children’s activities and most importantly, help
us to keep the community nature centers open and available to people of all ages. Choose where
you would like to volunteer. For more information and detail on projects, contact Kristina Ellis at
kellis@pvplc.org or call (310) 541-7613.

Holiday Boutique Features Angels Gate Studio Artists
The first White Point Holiday Boutique held on December 11-12,
2010 offered shoppers an opportunity to support both local artists
and local open space. Twenty-two studio artists from Angels Gate
Cultural Center, including Phoebe Barnum who was instrumental
in coordinating the artists and artworks, sold their beautiful photographs, jewelry, paintings, ceramics, and other fine handcrafted
gifts and contributed a portion of the proceeds to the Conservancy. Recognition and thanks go to White Point Naturalist Roxanne
Roberts who organized the event, creating a festive and beautiful
atmosphere, and to volunteers from the Palos Verdes Chapter of
the National Charity League.

In Honor
Your celebration and remembrance
gifts create a lasting tribute to
friends and loved ones by helping to
protect the beauty and character of
the Palos Verdes Peninsula.
Celebrating
John and Kiersten Steele given by
James Walseth
Betty Strauss given by Suzanne Farman

Remembering
Bill Bergman given by Barbara
and George Gleghorn
Diana Park given by
Vic and Nancy Edelbrock
Evo Vaselovich given by Barbara
and George Gleghorn
Jim Joyce given by Eileen Joyce, James
and Arlene Joyce, and Roberta Philbrick
and Barbara Dunn
Matt Gregory given by Joe and
Jinnie Williams
Ricardo Wallace given by Judith Webb
Katharine Biesman-Simons
given by Laurence and Heide Kurtz
and Betty Strauss
Al Jacobson given by Merradith Rea
Tom Coull given by the Coull Foundation

If you would like to make a donation in remembrance or celebration
please call Mary Lopes, Donor Relations, at (310) 541-7613 x206.
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George F Canyon
APR 16
MAY 20
Time to be arranged
Night Hike
George F Canyon

PAID

Palos Verdes Pen.
CA 90274
Permit No. 232

or current resident

Limited to 20 people.
Call 310-547-0862 for time
and reservations

MAY 7
9 am
Bird Walk
George F Canyon
Meet naturalist Loretta Rose.
We supply binoculars

Join us for these exciting events and volunteer opportunities! Reservations are
recommended for all Volunteer Workdays and are required for workdays at the Nursery.
For information and reservations, call Jill Wittman at (310) 541-7613 x201.
Directions and information can be found at www.pvplc.org

MAY 7
1-3 pm
George F Canyon
First Saturday Hikes
Join our expert guide. $3 per
person. Call 310-547-0862
for more information

APR 9
9-11 am
Nature Walk
Forrestal

Weeds are coming up quickly.
Help us remove them!

Enjoy spring wildflowers and
dramatic geological formations.
Moderate to strenuous. RPV

APR 9
9-12 noon
Volunteer Workday

APR 23
EARTH DAY
White Point
Nature Preserve
9-12 noon
Volunteer Workday
10-11:30 am
Family Activities

Native Plant Nursery

Help transplant seedlings and
weeding containers.

APR 16
10-12 noon
SPRING IMPRESSIONS
Family Nature Walk
and Art Workshop
Terranea Resort
Reservations required,
call (310) 541-7613

APR 16
9-12 noon
Volunteer Workday
Portuguese Bend
Reserve

12-3:00 pm
Learn more about volunteering at a nature center
APR 30
2-5:30 pm
Edge of LA
International
Wine Festival

MAY 7
9-12 noon
Volunteer Workday
Alta Vicente Reserve

MAY 21
9-12 noon
Volunteer Workday
DFSP/Nursery

Help fight the weed invasion

Help us transplant seedlings
and weed plant containers

MAY 14
9-12 noon
BIG SUNDAY
White Point
Nature Preserve

JUN 4
9-12 noon
National
Trails Day
Portuguese Bend Reserve

Participate in LA’s Day of
Service by helping restore
habitat at White Point

Help improve trails for
better public access

MAY 14
9-11 am
Nature Walk
White Point
Nature Preserve
Hike the trails with restored
coastal habitat with fantastic
views of the Pacific Ocean.
Moderate. LA
Volunteer Workday Sponsors:

JUN 11
9-11 am
Nature Walk
Portuguese Bend
Walk Burma Road to Ishibashi
Trail and discuss fire recovery
plans against stunning ocean
backdrop. Moderate. RPV

Michael’s Tuscany Room
Special member discount:
www.edgeoflawinefestival.com
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