RANGCEHO PALUOD VERULO

Crews removing nonnative acacia shrubs from the Palos Verdes N
Palos Verdes. The logs left behind will be used to border hiking tra
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ature Preserve put them through a wood chipper Thursday in Rancho
ils, while clippings will be given to the L.A. Zoo for animal feed.

Acacias being cleared
in fire safety project
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Work began this week to re-
move invasive acacia shrubs from
38 acres in the Palos Verdes Na-
ture Preserve. Acacias, according
to the Los Angeles County Fire
Department, are a plant of high
concern. The shrubs are highly
combustible due to their resin
content and can be especially
problematic near power lines.

The Rancho Palos Verdes City
Council approved up to $200,000
for the removal of the shrubs in
areas including Portuguese Can-
yon and near Vanderlip and Nar-
cissa drives. Foraging goats will

also be used to reduce the fuel
load in the San Ramon Reserve.
The work will take about four to
six weeks.

But those acacia clippings
won’t go to waste.

“We are also partnering with
the Los Angeles Zoo for the proj-
ect,” said Adrienne Mohan, exec-
utive director of the Palos Verdes
Peninsula Land Conservancy, the
organization working with the
city on the removal.

The zoo, it turns out, has a
commissary program that ac-
cepts the discarded shrubs to
feed giraffes, zebras and gorillas.

“Tt’s a nice, sustainable way
to recycle the plant life,” Mohan
said.

A worker hauls branches as part of the four-to-six-week project.
Fire authorities say acacias are resinous and highly flammable.




